Does God need a faith environment into which he can heal?

For the purposes of healing the sick and injured we may define a ‘faith environment’ as being a meeting together of hearts who trust in Jesus as Lord, Saviour and healer. 
Jesus is the perfecter of our faith and the perfect revelation of the Father. If we ask ‘Does God. . . ’we can always ask ‘Did Jesus. . . ?’—and arrive at an accurate answer. This may, at first glance, lead to the most child –like theology, but this is infinitely preferable for those who seek to heal and be healed. 
Much complex theology sows doubt. 
There are certainly specific occasions in the Gospel accounts of Jesus healing the sick and injured where Jesus points out to the healed supplicant that it is their faith that has made them well again. There are also a number of occasions when Jesus checks in advance to make sure sufficient faith (a mustard seed)is present. An example of this approach can be found in Matthew 9:28. 
When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?”

“Yes, Lord, ” they replied. . 
There are both general and specific miracle workings recorded in Jesus ’ministry where the seed of faith already existed and may well have been the factor that drew the

supplicant to Jesus for healing in the first place. 
Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (that is, the Son of Timaeus), was sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son

of David, have mercy on me!”

Mark 10:46 –47

There are also occasions when miracles were worked where there is no specific evidence that any faith existed at all. There are a number of instances where the faith of

family and friends was present, but others where as far as we know it was completely absent, such as the healing of the man who had been born blind. (See John 9:1 –7). There

we have some interesting discussion on the subject of sin

(Jesus made it clear that the blindness was not caused by sin in the man or his parents), but there is no hint that the blind man came into the situation with any faith, nor that any was

raised up in him by listening to the conversation going on around him. 
However, the most quoted passage on the subject of the need for the presence of faith is to be found in Matthew 13:54a, 57 and 58. 
Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed. . . . And they took offence at him. 
But Jesus said to them, “Only in his hometown and in his own house is a prophet without honour. ”

And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith. 
Jesus is not always depicted as having to create a faith environment in the supplicants: sometimes the people brought one with them. Accounts of healing where there is little or no evidence of any faith environment at all are comparatively rare. 

We might be well advised to consider in this context the nature of the culture in which we are

attempting to minister. Some churches would need no faith building, whilst some may need extensive teaching on the kingdom of God to have their expectancy sufficiently raised. Even within the congregation of expectant churches there will be those who would love to be healed but whose

doubts will limit their own openness to receive. 
On a much larger scale, the level of the general ‘water table of expectancy’ among Christians can vary considerably between nations —levels of basic scepticism being higher or

lower among different national cultures. Taking all this into consideration, it may always be wise to spend some time in lifting the expectancy of those who would come to Jesus. 
In view of the growth of complex healing theology over the centuries, and the church’s reliance on its own experience to prove the will of God, simple and Christ –centred faith building is always a good thing to do. The gift of faith then flows into the people through that teaching, and their faith grows.
