What is the ‘prayer offered in faith ’?

And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 
James 5:15

Does this phrase ‘prayer offered in faith’ mean that we should wait until we have some sudden or great influx of faith that assures us so mightily of an imminent healing that we have

almost to do nothing but stand and wait for it? Or, on the other hand, do we speak out the prayer of faith when we have understood in our minds that Jesus heals and that we have

authority over sickness and disease? If we then speak the words ‘Be healed!’, will it happen for us? We may look very foolish if it does not! How do we pray an effective prayer of faith? How do we do the works that God intends us to do?

We should forget what is in our minds and consider what is in our hearts. In John’s Gospel we find the followers of Jesus facing the same misunderstandings. Jesus told his disciples that the work of God is to believe in the one he has sent (see John 6:28 –29). In other words, we can be used by

God, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to heal the sick if we simply believe that Jesus did do it, that he can do it and that he will do it. If we trust enough to rely totally on him then we begin to pray in faith, whatever the form of prayer we use. But how to deepen our trust?
One most important way is to move more deeply into the heart knowledge that Father God wills healing for everyone. 
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. 
From now on, you do know him and have seen him. ”

John 14:6 –7. 27

Here Jesus is impressing on Philip that we can see the Father heart of God if we watch his words and works. In verse eight Philip says, 

“Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us. ”Philip is struggling to understand. Then Jesus answers him,

“Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father ’?Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in menthe words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. . . . ”

Jesus points out that it is the Father, living in him, who is doing his work; nowadays it is Jesus living within us who is doing the work. So what exactly do we have to believe if we want to pray the prayer of faith and heal the sick as did Jesus and the apostles?
In verse eleven, Jesus continues, 
“Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. ” 
So the fuel for the prayer of faith is our believing that Jesus, by doing miracles of healing, is showing us the ‘heartbeat’ of God. . 
Amazing things will start to happen if we really get this under our belt: that the heart of God is to see everyone who comes to him healed. In vv. 12 –14, Jesus assures us:

“I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. ”

So there is no method of praying —no prescriptive answer —only a compassionate ache for those who suffer, and a concrete trust in the will of God to heal. There are

\FAITH IN GOD.
There are often times when we cannot pray in words at all, nor even feel that we can pray in any way as we ought to. However, our inarticulate longings for a more abundant life for the supplicant in front of us are the Spirit’s intercessions on our behalf. These silent yearnings are audible to God

who searches all our hearts, and are both intelligible and acceptable to him because they are the voice of his Spirit. 
It is, after all, in accordance with his will that the Spirit should intercede for us. 
Jesus himself never prayed for the sick; he simply gave healing to them. He lived his life in complete dependence upon the Father, as we all ought to do. To appear before him, to stand in the kingdom in his healing presence, may often limit the minister entirely to worship. This can be what

happens as the ‘prayer of faith ’takes place. It is then that the person ministering knows exactly where they are and what is around them, and is reacting the only way that they can to the presence of God. 
