What about the healing at the pool at Bethesda?

This passage from John’s Gospel is often quoted when the question is asked, ‘Why doesn’t God heal everybody?’ It appears, unusually, that Jesus picked out just one individual from a crowd of sick people around a pool, healed that person and then walked away, leaving us with the impression that the others would not be healed at that time. 
It looks at first glance as though Jesus selects only some to be healed. This appears to be one of those rare examples where someone did not come to Jesus for healing (or another did not come on their behalf)and yet Christ specifically seems to have sought them out in order to give them this particular gift. 
There are only a very few examples of such unsolicited intervention among the thousands of healings and miracles during Jesus’ ministry. Another incident that comes to mind is the bringing back from death of the widow’s son (Luke 7:11 –18). In that account, it appears that Christ has again, as at the Pool of Bethesda, surprised everyone with the miracle. 

By virtue of their rarity, unsolicited healings are extra- ordinary, and our theology of healing ought to acknowledge that they are so. It does seem wise, cautious and practical, however, that our theological foundation for healing is based on Jesus’ usual methods rather than the extraordinary occurrences where, often, a special teaching point is being made. 
Later on (after the healing miracle at the pool)Jesus explains that he only does what he sees the Father doing. Some seize on that statement and link it to the undeniable fact
that only one person was healed at that time and place. The rare, unusual incident is mistakenly taken as showing that the Father does not wish to heal everyone. 
Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a feast of the Jews. Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and
which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. Here a great number of disabled people used to lie —the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. 
One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?”
“Sir, ”the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me. ”
Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk. ”
John 5:1 –8

Jesus asked him whether he wanted to get well. He is beginning to set up a faith environment here —implying that responding to himself and to the good news of the gospel is, in fact, the faith response that is needed; the question seems to imply that this sufferer could indeed begin to have a real hope. We always need to set up a faith environment in which healing can work. There is no evidence to suggest that anyone else around that pool had, or was prepared to have, a faith response toward Jesus. 

The system they were all using, the technique that the invalid was drawn away from
by whoever brought this matter to the attention of Jesus, was not Christ –centred but seems to have been structured on what we might think of today as superstitious beliefs —which may have allowed some degree of expectancy, but that needed to be healthily re –directed toward Jesus, rather than toward a ritual. 

At the Bethesda pool the belief was that the first one in the pool when the water was troubled by an angel would be healed. This was the limit of the expectancy
in that place. The results would have been very limited, too, but enough for them to have thought the procedure worth trying —enough to give the place a certain reputation. 

In modern times we may still have superstitious beliefs. For example, some think that God will perform miracles only in some special location, or when some especially gifted
speaker is at work. This does not mean that the place or the speaker are necessarily thought of as having particular powers, just that we restrict the ministry by limiting our
expectancy. 

Does the explanation by Jesus that he only did what he saw his Father doing mean that our Father does not want to heal everyone? That would be an inaccurate and
misleading interpretation. The questions directed at Jesus, to which this answer about his unity in working with the Father was given, were not about how many he had healed
but about why he had done the miracle on the Sabbath. 
For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 

John 5:18

In the Bible, we are shown that God is faithful, reliable and consistent. Jesus made it clear that we need to expect healing; and that we will find that God does what he has promised. 
