What about Paul’s thorn in the flesh?

Of all the misgivings people articulate about God’s willingness to heal the sick, Paul’s thorn in the flesh is most often quoted. Despite Paul’s praying three times, God told Paul that his grace was sufficient. It is thought that he would not heal him of some worrying complaint. 
To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. ”Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 
2 Corinthians 12:7 –9

But does this passage really provide evidence that God is sometimes reluctant to heal? There are several points to consider. Firstly, where one piece of Scripture seems to contradict all the rest it is always better to question our own understanding of it. Both the Old and the New Testament

portray God as the healer of all our diseases, not the force instigating them, nor the force prolonging them. 
Secondly, the thorn is described as a messenger of Satan, sent to keep him from becoming conceited because of some surpassingly great revelations. The expression ‘of Satan’ only tells us

that the messenger had an evil streak in their make–up. It would only be God who would wish to see Paul remaining in humility, and God is never the instigator of sickness. It is therefore extremely unlikely that the thorn was any sort of illness or deformity, as these things do not come from

God. 
Thirdly, the thorn is described as a messenger; and this is a term used for a person, not a disease. Its purpose was to stop Paul from being big–headed and sickness does not do that —whereas people might. 
Fourthly, Paul was a fine student and teacher of the law. He knew his Hebraic history and all its writings. 
For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. I was advancing in Judaism beyond many

Jews of my own age and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers. 
Galatians 1:13 –14

Throughout the Old Testament we find references to thorns in the flesh that would have been well known to Paul. 
One early example is, 
“But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land, those you allow to remain will become barbs in

your eyes and thorns in your sides. They will give you trouble in the land where you will live. ”

Numbers 33:55

If it were an actual thorn then Paul would not have had to resort to prayer to remove it. Clearly, thorns in the flesh are people who manipulate, control and otherwise plague our lives. Under such circumstances, would not the grace of God indeed be a strength and sufficiency for any of us?

There is yet another stream of thinking from those more minded towards spiritual warfare. The Greek word used here for messenger is ‘angelos ’, a term used in the New Testament to signify a personal being, not an illness. Following the shipwrecks, beatings and imprisonments, it would not have

surprised Paul that an angel of Satan had indeed been sent to plague him and attempted to block his activities. 
This thorn is not a sickness but some unpleasant character or other, spiritual or human. 
