Does God raise the dead?

There have been a few recorded cases of resurrection to life in recent years, but these are rare. Some are fully documented and vindicated by the medical profession. There are also a number of anecdotal stories around the church and, adding these all together, we can only give glory to God for his wonders. However, any suggestion that Jesus should or could raise every dead person whose relatives come to him and ask is clearly erroneous. 

If we keep our perspective Christ–centred, we will not find any evidence that might lead us to this conclusion. We know that Jesus repeatedly healed
all the sick in the multitudes who came to listen to him and to be healed of their diseases but there is nothing at all in Scripture on which to base the idea that Christ responded
to every request for a resurrection. We do not even know if anyone even asked him; no such requests are recorded. 

We can only consider the three resurrections Jesus carried out: the raising from death of Lazarus; the widow of Nain’s son; and the synagogue official’s daughter. There may have been many other such situations brought to Jesus’ attention and yet only three stories are given. 

Does this demonstrate favouritism on God’s part? Is his grace a random affair?
Neither of these arguments hold water as God shows no more love for one bereaved family than for another —all his love and attention is focused on each of us. To suggest
that God may prefer to heal some and not others in this way is to sow doubt. There are other things to be discovered here. 

The raising of Lazarus demonstrates that Jesus is himself everlasting life, and that he was sent by the Father. (See John 11:41 –42). The widow of Nain’s son was raised as a demonstration of the power of God’s compassion; and the story of the synagogue official’s daughter shows us much about the necessity to create and preserve a faith environment, as far as possible unhindered by doubt, for a miracle to take place. (See Luke 8:50 –51). 
Not one of these three resurrection stories in the New Testament records any direct requests from grieving relatives. The somewhat thin evidence we might see in the
disciples’ request to Peter to ‘Come at once!’ in response to
Tabetha’s death, is not sufficient to enable us to determine anything definitive on that point. 
In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when translated, is Dorcas), who was always doing good and helping the poor. About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. Lydda was near Joppa; so when the
disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!”
Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them. Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. 
Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up. ” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. 
Acts 9:36 –40

We should note that the initial request was not specifically for a miracle of resurrection but simply for Peter’s attendance at the grieving household. We might wish to make an assumption about what the disciples had in mind by such a request, but we cannot be certain. 

In today’s ministry, it may be that the best advice is to avoid attempting such a miracle
unless the immediate family have specifically requested it, and only then within a faith environment and where prayers may be said in faith by all concerned. 
