What about the kingdom being ‘now but not yet ’?

The question of the kingdom being “now but not yet ”,

here but not yet in its fullness,springs from a theological

viewpoint,held for many hundreds of years,namely that

whilst the kingdom of God that was taught and displayed by

Jesus is in a sense present here now,it has somehow not yet

entirely come.An alternative view is that it did indeed come

in fulness with Jesus,but has somehow dwindled away since

his Ascension.Despite the power injected into the church

at Pentecost,the ability either of God,or of modern –day

Christian disciples,to perform miracles through his grace,

has still somehow degenerated to very little.Everything we

read in Scripture,has been placed under the feet of Jesus

and yet we do not as yet see everything behaving as if it were

so.It concluded that,one way or the other,this is because

the kingdom is only partially here.While we can accept that

Father does want us well,we think of the second coming of

Christ as the time and place at which the will of God will be

visibly,completely ful .lled.This is the time when all will be

healed.We will have to wait until then for full healing in body,

mind and spirit.This view,which is sometimes advanced to

account for the lack of healing in the church today,when put

another way,entails the idea that God does not want to heal

some of us.As some certainly do receive healing then the idea

of a ‘weak ’ version of the .nished kingdom presupposes that

God is arbitrarily deciding on healing some and not others

because his kingdom is somehow not powerful enough to

heal everybody yet.A less objectionable explanation is that.99

some are still not receiving because theological ideas like

this are openly taught and promoted.Such ideas only serve

to create doubt,and doubt is a potent barrier to receiving

healing.If our expectancy is an important factor in healing,

as Jesus ’teaching and practice indicates,the last thing we

need is doubt.Such ideas as the ‘now,but not yet...’lead us

to think that healing might well not happen after prayer,and

so our expectancy of God is reduced.

This theology of now,but not yet...’needs to be viewed

from a very different angle.The question to hand should

really be this:is the ‘not yet ’part because God is not giving

us the kingdom completely,or is it simply because we are

no longer equipped to understand and deal with things in the

way Jesus would have done?Could it be that we do not see

everything under Jesus ’ feet,not because,in a sense,that full

authority has yet to be manifested,but rather because we

have not yet learned to place everything there?What shall

we do with such a verse as,“Do not be afraid,little .ock,

for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom ”

(Luke 12:32)?

God is completely reliable in all his promises,and is not

giving the kingdom to us partially.Let us hold on to the

undeniable fact that Jesus demonstrated,during his earthly

ministry,that the expression of the kingdom on earth at that

time was more than adequate to deal with every kind of illness

and pain in everyone who came to him.The disciples who

were sent out by Jesus,the apostles,and the other leaders

in the early church,also seemed to be able to demonstrate

this.The insinuation that,in this present day and age,the

kingdom is somehow less here today than it was in Jesus ’

day is unbiblical and theologically problematic.

But,then,what has changed?—because something

certainly seems to have done.We do not often see healing

and miracles on the New Testament scale.We need to see

that the problem is not on God ’s side of the kingdom but
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on the human side.On God ’s part,the work of the cross is

complete.The kingdom is now present —and not in some

sort of lesser and weaker way than it was in Jesus ’s time on

earth.He was simply better at expressing God ’s kingdom

than we seem to be.In fact,he was perfect at doing it!The

apostles and early evangelists did not get it right every time,

but the number of their ‘failures ’pales into insigni .cance

compared with the level of ministry failure apparent today.

Today,those of us who are receiving and ministering healing

in the kingdom have minds that are full of problems about

both areas.We hear things that hinder our trust in Jesus

and create doubt.This theology of the presence of a partial

kingdom has deeply in .uenced our beliefs and ministry

practices,and has therefore affected our experience.Jesus

never taught this doctrine,it is of man ’s devising.‘Not yet ’

is not what Jesus revealed.He always revealed the ‘now ’in

the doing of healing miracles.We should learn again from

Jesus how to express the kingdom in the same way that he

taught his .rst disciples to do,so that the sick around us

will be healed.

