What about other forms of spiritual healing?

Sometimes the question is posed in this form: “Where I come from, people believe that the witch doctor can heal. When they have ailments, they go to see him and numbers of them

get healed. How can this be?” 
Similar questions may be asked by those who have been involved with other forms of

occult, psychical and spiritualist activity. 
If the kingdom of God reacts in healing to those who respond to the good news of Jesus Christ, then how do people get healed in faiths where Jesus is not recognised as the Son of God, our Lord, Saviour and healer?
This question could, guardedly in this context, be considered in the light of the fact

that healing is a part of our salvation. Salvation is a generic term for a number of individual benefits at God’s disposal —true peace and eternal life instead of punishment and

eternal death; abundance instead of poverty; a share in Jesus’ resurrection life; a new nature exchanged for the old one; and healing. All these things which were bound together on

Calvary in the death of Jesus, by the grace of the Father, are included in the term ‘salvation ’. 
For deeper understanding of this, see Is healing in the atonement?

Many of us are used to thinking of salvation only as being the resurrection, on the list above, but it is much more. However, each individual aspect, and in this case we are considering healing, can be best seen in the light of the promise of everlasting life, which flows from the atonement. 
We know that everlasting life in heaven is available to all by the grace of God, and we know that Jesus himself is the judge of all things, determining who shall or shall not enter. His judgement will grant that honour to anyone he chooses. For those who have accepted Jesus as Lord and Saviour, that

entrance to heaven is guaranteed. Similarly, Jesus has long ago granted healing to anyone in need of it and it is not for us to make the decision for him about any individual case, or the method through which he works. 
Accepting Christ as healer does make receiving very much easier, just as

accepting him as Lord and Saviour guarantees everlasting life with him. Anyone may come to Jesus and expect to receive healing. When the multitudes came to Jesus for healing, he

is certainly not depicted as checking out their orthodoxy before healing them!

There is great danger, on the other hand, in approaching other supernatural forces and, very often, a big price to pay. 
A large warning must be posted here. There are many forces abroad in the world which are opposed to Jesus Christ. For this reason, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is a jealous God, and abhors our approaching the spirits of dead people, our ancestors, or any spirit (claiming to have been medically

trained during earthly existence or otherwise), that we might be tempted to believe may be kindly disposed towards us. 
The range of deceptions on offer is vast. God has been quite clear in his instructions about this. 
When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you, do not learn to imitate the detestable ways of the nations there. Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Anyone who does

these things is detestable to the LORD, and because of these detestable practices the LORD your God will drive out those nations before you. You must be blameless before the LORD your God. 
Deuteronomy 18:9 –13

Again, Pharaoh’s magicians were found to be quite capable of throwing down their own sticks and making snakes of them, just as Moses had done shortly before, in the course of his attempts to free the children of Israel. The symbolism of the result should not escape us: Moses ’snake gobbled up those of the magicians. Medical science can only be seen as a gift to us from God, but any supernatural healing coming from anyone or any organisation which does not acknowledge

Jesus Christ as the only Lord, Saviour and Healer does not come from him. Any other world religion, the occult and any of the wide variety of new age sources would all fit into this

classification. The deceiving power behind these faiths and ‘spiritual ’ activities is the god of this world, and the devil will do works through his sincere and erring servants which give the appearance of being ‘good ’. 
Logic dictates that, as the cause of some sickness is demonic activity, the enemy can temporarily remove the symptoms to fool the unwary. His motive for doing things like this is to keep us tied into false belief systems which will not eternally save us. He counterfeits many things, healing

among them. 
Jesus came to save the whole world, not just good church people. Healing is part of that salvation. Unlikely people will be saved and likely people may not be. We are not to

be the judges in individual cases. 

God’s plan is the salvation of the whole world through Jesus and, therefore, receiving and abiding in Jesus, as Lord, Saviour and Healer guarantees salvation, both in this world and the next. 
