What if my church is not yet ready for a healing ministry?

This question is often asked in relation to a congregation that knows little or nothing, or does not wish to know, about the Christian healing ministry. It is also used to explain away
any personal experiences of unanswered prayer which may have left behind feelings of disappointment or rejection that cannot be admitted to in the face of God, who is good. 

It may also be an expression of doubt on the part of the church leadership. 
Some believe that the power of the kingdom, as demonstrated by Jesus, has somehow drained away. The power is simply not, we might be led to believe, here any
more. 

The doctrine of the sinking kingdom is not, however, based in anything that can be found in Scripture. However, this misunderstanding is a belief, sometimes accompanied
by a good deal of wishful thinking, that, if we can get filled enough with the Holy Spirit, all will come right for us again and we will be able to heal the sick. Some believe that, when we reach the point when God considers the church to be ready, we shall just be able then to get on and heal the sick without recourse to any strategy or experience. As with the
apostles, only our presence will be necessary in a hospital or in a sick room, for we will be full of the Holy Spirit and self will have been utterly laid aside. 

Meanwhile, as some will have it, there is much more than healing for us to explore in the kingdom, so we need not concern ourselves with this small aspect of the gospel that much. 

Such arguments completely disregard both Pentecost and Jesus’ commission given to the
church in Matthew 10:7 –8, 
As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near. ’Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 
Jesus does not describe the kingdom as being weak and draining away but ‘near ’. It was most certainly near enough in his ‘day ’to enable all who asked him to receive healing. 
To see what the Holy Spirit wants the Christian church to understand by kingdom living, we need to look at the ministry of Jesus. Whatever else we might think it should be like today, if we cannot find it in Jesus’ teaching and ministry, then it is a product of something not as Christ–centred as it might be. Here is a typical example of the nature of daily kingdom living:
Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed them. The people were amazed
when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled made well, the lame walking and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel. 
Matthew 15:30 –31. 105

One of the hallmarks of our living in the kingdom of God is that needy people, the sick and injured, are brought into healing. The reason for this is a simple one —the atmosphere
in the kingdom of God is of restoration. To put it another way, signs and wonders are the natural outcome of apostolic teaching. The gospel cannot be fully taught without them. 
I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I have said and done —by the power
of signs and miracles, through the power of the Spirit. 
So from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ. 
Romans 15:18 –19

God considered the time to be ready at Calvary, sending his Son to die, that power from heaven might be released into his people on earth. Pentecost, the point at which he
sent his Spirit into the heart of the church, enabled the early Christians to have wonderfully productive healing ministries, to a level rarely seen today. It is not the kingdom that has weakened so drastically over the centuries, it is our trust in
the King. We are not waiting for God —he is waiting for us. 
