Should we seek to heal all the sick we become aware of:

the complete stranger limping down the street, for example, or everyone in the local hospital?

Firstly the results would probably be very disappointing, Secondly, we must follow the example of Jesus in order to keep our ministry Christ–centred. If the giving of gifts of healing were entirely under the control of the person who has the gift, then it would be possible to heal everyone we

want to. However, the New Testament makes it clear that healing nearly always involves either expectancy in the person being prayed for, or expectancy, persistence and

humility in a relative, friend or someone else. 
The proactive healing approach may well not work because there might not be a faith environment around the sick person. Without such an environment we cannot expect even a mustard

seed of expectancy to be raised, and kingdom healing is a response to the healing King. 
In the majority of the recorded miracles in the Gospels, the supplicant, or his friends and

relatives, are responding in some simple and child–like way to either the words or the works of Jesus and, in doing so, they are stepping into this faith environment. Those who did not respond did not receive healing. (See Matthew 18:3 and 19:14. )

The passage in John’s Gospel that describes the actions of Jesus at the pool of Bethesda (5:6 –8)is sometimes quoted as a justification for proactive, rather than reactive, healing ministry to the sick and injured. However, two things are apparent in this passage. Firstly, Jesus is engaging the

would–be supplicant in conversation about his difficulties. The sick man does not waste time describing at length his condition and its disadvantages, but expresses only a

desperation to find some way of being released from his situation. The very fact that a teacher of the Law would be this interested at such a private level would have raised the man’s interest. Recognised ministers of the church today may sometimes find that their ‘rank ’alone will carry sufficient authority to raise hopes. 
Secondly, Jesus uses a military command to address him: ‘Get up!’ Such a command, 
delivered with his firm authority, would have been enough to create around him a faith environment as big, or as small, as a mustard seed —sufficient to see the kingdom working. So what about the others? What about the rest of the disabled people scattered around the pool and waiting for their cure?

Did Jesus simply turn his back on them? Did he pick out of the crowd the one that was going to be easy? This cannot be the case as we know that God is not in any way selective

about how he distributes his love among his children. We know also that Jesus is the only perfect revelation of our Father in heaven, and that his obedience to the Father’s will was total. We do know, however, that lack of expectancy, described biblically as doubt and unbelief, keeps healing away. The only people in the New Testament who were not healed of their sicknesses were those who either stayed away from Jesus or did not believe in him, even to mustard seed proportions. 
There is also an underlying sense, in the various forms of the Great Commission, that healing itself

is not the end product, but a sign pointing to Jesus and the wonder of the King working in the kingdom. So our duty as Christians is to spread the good news of the kingdom as

our first outreach priority, and to do that in such a way that those hearing us find the healing power therein. It would be better that we share our faith with others as, if what comes out of us is apostolic teaching, then miracles of power will naturally follow on in proof of what we are saying. 
