Can I not just pray at a distance?

It would be much easier to sit quietly somewhere and pray for the sick. Alone in prayer we do not have to face any unbeliefs and misunderstandings. In the kingdom of God there is an atmosphere entirely made up of love so pure that it is beyond our imagining. That love is so vibrant and passionate that, 
sharper than any double –edged sword, it longs to penetrate deep into our souls and spirits, joints and marrow, measuring the thoughts and attitudes of our hearts. The power of it is so intense that it heals the sick. This energetic atmosphere of power love passes into the world through the hands and

lives of Christians —those who both live in the kingdom and have expectant faith in Jesus; and healing and wholeness are brought into people’s lives as part of their salvation while they still live and suffer in the world. 
At the end of life, kingdom living guarantees passage into everlasting bliss with the God who reigns in heaven. 
Living the kingdom life on earth is not a soft option to choose. It is not a soothing retreat from the difficulties of everyday life, more like an invitation to three things:
First, we are being asked to enter fully into this problematic life, to apply there the grace and the mercies of the king himself, and bear the cost of doing so. When Jesus taught us to pray, 
he encouraged us to look away from the everyday world in which we are distracted by what we see and feel, instead opening our hearts and spirits to God. Even so, he always demonstrated that our faith must be related to life ‘in the raw ’. It is only through our constant prayer contact with the

king that a better quality of kingdom living can be achieved. 
Jesus himself spent many hours in communion with the Father, and then showed us that this new quality of life has to be both tested and demonstrated in the ordinary rough–and– tumble of plain living. Our model must be Jesus, the healing king of the disciple’s life in the workplace, on the roads, in the crowded shopping mall, facing vociferous demands and quarrelsome opposition, amid the lack of much private life and amongst all the untimely interruptions to our well–planned and orderly lives; he is to be Lord of all these areas, as well as our crucified Saviour who died for us that we might have life. 
All this is not merely like, but is in reality, the divine life operating under human conditions, and it underlines the true validity and necessity of our communion with God even in our ordinary and everyday human relationships. Without this, the very real and practical operation of love, theological

exactitude is not worth much at all. 
Set against this picture of the kingdom, distractions like church power politics look

as childish as they really are. In comparison to true kingdom living, such so–called ‘ministries ’as the politically correct posturing of the Righteously Indignant, and those in need of having their egos massaged, do not look at all like the ministry of Jesus. 
In the light of the true magnificence of the kingdom and all its works, our own sinfulness, while it cannot be ignored, pales into relative insignificance while the mystery of God is all around us, and our souls bloom in all their fullest colour. 
In the context of this kingdom of God there is little point in talking about love unless we are prepared to ‘do ’it. We cannot simply assume that people know that God loves them, or that we are concerned about them, or that we want to help by ministering to them the signs and the wonders of the

kingdom. If we merely stay sitting in our pews, whispering prayers for them but never making a move in their direction they may never know what God’s healing love really is. 
We need the holy courage to approach those in trouble and say, ‘What can I do to help?’Many of us have had the uncomfortable experience of being drawn this way into other people’s bottomless pits, but when fear of saying the wrong thing or risking another bottomless pit stands in the way of

our ministering to others, then we have lost sight of God’s purpose. We are not being, for others, a sign of Christ. Such fears are enemies of the kingdom, yet the kingdom is supposed to be in the middle of our enemies. Those of us who take the conscious decision not to suffer in this way do

not fully want to be of the kingdom of Jesus; we may rather be among friends, sitting in the sunshine of the social life among roses and soft furnishings, not with uncomfortable sickness but in spiritual huddles with our other devout friends. 

This is a betrayal of the lifestyle of Christ. 
