What are partial healings and why do they happen?

A partial healing occurs when healing has been received but not to the level and depth that is wished for, either by the minister or by the supplicant. The normal reaction may be disappointment, but that would be very wrong; disappointment tends to breed doubt by blaming God for being incapable of doing the healing, or only being willing to do half the job. This cannot be a true picture of the

heart of God to heal, as Jesus himself, on one occasion only, first carried out a partial healing but then went on to completion. 
They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man and begged Jesus to touch him. He took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the village. 
When he had spit on the man’s eyes and put his hands on him, Jesus asked, “Do you see anything?”

He looked up and said, “I see people; they look like trees walking around. ”Once more Jesus put his hands on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. 
Mark 8:22 –25

The eventual ending of this story shows us that God’s heart is to see full restoration. So why do partial healings happen?

Three keys are necessary to release healing in the supplicant, keys which involve the minister, the supplicant and the surrounding body of Christ at prayer. They are expectancy, persistence and humility. Often the major difficulty is lack of persistence; that is, at least, the best place to start looking. 
In the passage quoted above, Jesus demonstrates that full healing often comes through persistent ministry. Had he given thanks for the condition of seeing men that look like trees, and then sent the man home with some encouragement to be thankful for small mercies, then his sight might never

have been fully restored. Lack of persistence is a major cause of half–success. Even when the supplicant has sky–high expectancy, and is prepared to be persistent, full healing may

not be received. In these cases it is always worth continuing another day, as something indefinable often changes within the supplicant or within the minister that makes all the difference. 

This time of tension often releases deep doubts that need to be dealt with. 
As ministers we must be careful not to pre–judge the supplicant’s needs. Sometimes they may only want , for example, sufficient strength to continue life as it is. 
Sometimes they are too frightened of the social, economic or stress changes that could occur if full healing were to be received. In other words, full healing is often, and somewhat mistakenly, a measure made by the minister and not by the supplicant. God’s grace is to will healing for the supplicant

to the level of their expectancy, or, put another way, God does not force healing on anyone, even if the minister would like to see it. 
When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?”

“Yes, Lord, ” they replied. . 
Then he touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith will it be done to you ”

Matthew 9:28 –29

Our level of expectancy should be raised by a partial healing, not diminished by it. Seeing it, we should rejoice that it is a demonstration that the kingdom is near and that God is showing his willingness to heal. It should be an encouragement to us to go on persistently, to the level

of the supplicant’s wishes. The blessings of partial healing are not occasions for despair but are signs pointing forward in hope

