 What about internet and email prayer chains?

These are modern and popular technological methods used to involve as many as possible in praying for those who are sick or troubled within the community. One message about a sick person can easily and efficiently involve huge numbers of people in praying. One prayer request could be in a thousand different homes in seconds. 
When a loved one is suffering, it is hard to avoid the temptation of believing that numbers

are important. It seems that the bigger the prayer chain the better. The more who know of the problem, the more clamour there will be in heaven. The reverse thought can be present as well: if we do not have access to a prayer chain we may feel somehow hopeless and disempowered. Because Jesus and Peter dismissed doubters from their presence (when dealing with the raising of the dead)it is sometimes believed that the general emailing of prayer requests might actually bring doubters into the prayer group, and therefore reduce the chances of a healing taking place. This latter

argument cannot be valid, as prayer chains and email lists of intercessors are, by their very nature, disembodied organisations: if they are a community, that would be in a very attenuated sense —they can only be a community of individuals. Actually, the numbers involved in healing

prayer make no difference at all. Levels of expectancy and persistence make all the difference in the world. 
We might have a thousand on our mailing list but it is only the faith of the expectant one that will prevail. Elijah, after all, was only a man just like us. He was only one person but his prayer

was mighty and effective. (See James 5:17 –18. )The overall

view expressed in the Bible is that as many as possible should be gathered together for the purposes of worship, but this emphasis is not present in connection with the subject of

intercession. It could be said that there were occasions in the Gospels where ‘four ’, or ‘they ’, or ‘some people ’brought a sick person to Jesus, but the biblical emphasis in these passages lies on the acts of healing and perhaps on the role of faith in the process, but not on the numbers who brought

the supplicant. 
In James 5:14, we read that if any one of us should fall ill we should inform the elders of the church and ask them to pray over us and anoint us with oil in the name of the Lord. There is a real sense here that being together with the elders as they pray is a vital part of the ministry, rather than

distance praying. We are not being asked to inform them so that they may pray for us in absentia . It is the prayer offered in expectancy which will make the sick person well, rather than the number of elders present. 
