When we finish our ministry to an individual, what should we then do about them?
The temptation will be to let go of them. We may justify this course of action by telling ourselves that we have done everything we can, that it is all in God’s hands now, but we should be most careful that we are not exhibiting our own lack of trust. After all, to go back again to the person and

ask them how they are is really putting one’s faith on the line. They may not have been able to receive any healing at all, and we fear being left with egg on our faces and without the wisdom to take the next step. 
After we have ministered to the supplicant one of three things will have happened: full or partial healing or no apparent healing at all. Can we help any further? We need to remember the need for

persistence in ministry balanced against the perceived threat of disappointment and our own pastoral concerns for the supplicant’s faith. 
The ministry of healing has been given to us to discharge —things are not all in God’s hands now, they are still in ours. 
The greatest blockage to our receiving healing (and the only one in the New Testament)is our doubts. Good pastoral care would surely not be to let go but to see if there is a way

to helping the supplicant realise, and then overcome, their doubts. The more we overcome these doubts the more we open ourselves to receiving healing. Anyone properly

prepared in the healing ministry to the sick and injured ought to be able to fulfil this role to a great extent. We can at least offer ‘counselling ’where we may gently prise open the supplicant’s doubts, but we had better be sure of the biblical answers and our concrete theology of healing before

we do, otherwise they will not be helped. We have to ensure, as far as we may, that their expectancy minus their doubts still leaves them with a mustard seed of trust in Jesus as

healer. 
Jesus is our perfect example in ministry. He healed a man born blind on the Sabbath, and after much enquiry and argument the authorities threw him (the healed man)out of the Temple. 
To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out. . 
Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”

John 9:34 –35

Jesus heard what was going on and went looking for him. Again, in the story of the Good Samaritan Jesus underlines our need to see the job to completion. In swallowing all our pride and going back to seek out the supplicant we display into the heavens humility, persistence and expectancy of God, the three major ingredients for receiving healing. 
Where numbers or geography make such searching out an impracticability, public notice of our availability for further prayer and discussion must be made. Our underlying ministry tone must never be ‘hit and run ’, but ‘how can we serve you more?’
