Could God be delaying his healing?

We have prayed, we have fasted, and as yet nothing is happening. Could God be delaying his healing in order to bring about some greater purpose out of the circumstances?
Even worse, in such situations it is often claimed that God has revealed through intercessory prayer that healing will not be given, and that those who are praying are to let go of the supplicant in their hearts. On the other hand, we can often feel that God delays his healing for such a long time that our friend or relative dies before God can get to them. Sometimes we ask ourselves about hidden sins in the sick person’s life which God would want to deal with first, and at other times we surmise that the supplicant may not really want to be healed at all. 

None of this is of God, it is simply and only an outworking of the intercessor’s doubt about Jesus as healer. No, this is not the nature of God as revealed through Jesus. Jesus is our only true revelation of God and nowhere in the Gospels does he ever turn away a
sick person for some indeterminate period of time to await some greater and as yet undefined work of God. 

He healed everyone who asked him and, by inference, very quickly. He even healed the man with a withered hand on the Sabbath, thus demonstrating to us that healing will not even wait for one day. So why is there sometimes a delay?

Two things are usually needed for healing to take place. We have to create a faith environment around the supplicant (a state of expectancy through the teaching of the good news of Jesus). Then we ourselves must pray in faith (expectancy). We should not forget that we cannot see perfectly into the heart of the supplicant, and there may be some degree of doubt and double–minded thinking going on. Only when we approach
the throne of grace with simple, uncluttered and child-like simplicity can we expect to see the kingdom of heaven unfold before our eyes.

It may be fruitful, therefore, to pray the Holy Spirit for revelation about such things as double–minded doubt. The word ‘double-minded ’ does not describe something we would ordinarily think of as evil, it simply means the holding of an alternative view. On the one hand the Gospels prove the will of God to be healing, uninterrupted and generous beyond describing. On the other hand, we humans can accept God’s love and then raise up all sorts of ‘Ha, but. . . ’questions and statements. These are all ‘doubt ’and we should not really expect to receive when we are in this sort of double-minded state:
If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without . finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and
not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is
a double-minded man, unstable in all he does. 
James 1:5 –8

Such double–mindedness is usually the only block to the flow of God’s healing grace. We need no condemnation here, but gentle and compassionate exploration of our own spirit’s expectancy of God. When that exploration is happily and successfully exhausted, we may prayerfully approach the supplicant, praying all the while for grace in our attempts to help them. 
