Which of us has to have the faith to see healing: the minister, the supplicant or both?

The first thing to emphasise here is that by ‘faith ’we must mean ‘expectancy’. We need to believe that it is God’s will that everyone who comes to him for healing can be able to receive it. This is not quite the same as having faith that the healing will be received; but, rather, that the gift has already

been provided for, as is shown both through the ministry of Jesus that revealed to us the Father’s will and through his sacrifice for us on Calvary. 

It is easy to misinterpret the word ‘faith ’in the context of Christian healing. In this situation there should be no question of examining the supplicant’s own depth of faith relationship with God. How deeply the supplicant believes in Jesus as the Son of God, or how much they love him and rely

on their having a relationship with him, is not the point for the person ministering and will not affect the supplicant’s ability to receive healing. Nor is their understanding of doctrine of great importance here. Whilst Jesus did commend the faith of those sufferers who came to him believing, there were also occasions when others believed for the sick person. Healing could be ministered without preconditions!

Does the teaching that healing depends on expectancy condemn those who are struggling with sickness? Absolutely not! All of us can obtain expectancy for healing or benefit from the faith

expectancy of others. No-one need be left out. 

If we wish to imitate our Lord’s ministry of working miracles we must first teach the kingdom as he did. Many of the accounts of his miracles incorporate Jesus’ teaching about how faith operates in the kingdom. 

Unhappily, some have been taught that expectancy is a static and a uniform thing, which we either ‘have ’or do not ‘have’. However, the nature of true expectancy is that it constantly changes. It can grow, or decrease in strength, from day to day. Its level might be affected by our understanding of the Father’s will for his sick children and by the clarity of our apprehension of the revelation of the love of God. It can be affected by our own state of mental and physical health and by the pressures of our personal situations. It can be affected by our theology and altered by our doubts. Our expectancy can be lifted through prayer and assiduous Bible study —as long as we are prepared to allow the Holy Spirit to adjust our thinking through such means. 

It is often found that sufficient expectancy for healing (a mustard seed)comes after hearing a confident proclamation of Jesus Christ as Healer. In other words, it can be released. 

It might be that one day a minister or supplicant may have been weak in their expectancy, and the next day new levels of expectancy can be released from hearing some miraculous news about a relative or friend, or lifted by a presentation of the good news of the kingdom of God. A struggle today, issuing in the overthrowing of a theological doubt or a blocking mind–set, could release a new experience of healing tomorrow. 

In other words, intellectual belief that Jesus did heal, and could heal today, does not affect the supplicant’s ability to receive healing, however solid that belief may be. It is, 

rather, our simple, child –like expectancy of God that acts as a lightning conductor, helping us to see miraculous blessings. This expectancy comes from three sources, one or all of which may play a part during the ministry time. 

Firstly, it may be that the supplicant has all the expectancy needed to see themselves receive healing. Consider the case of a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years:

When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, because she thought, “If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed. ”

Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering. 

Mark 5:27 –29. 41

Jesus, pointing, as he so often did, toward faith (which we are to understand as expectancy)as a determinate part of the healing process, said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you.” 

We can conclude from Jesus’ looking around to find out who had touched him that he did not know in advance that this would happen. The supplicant had all the expectancy —and enough to see healing . 

Secondly, it may be that the minister works a miracle, with no evident expectancy on

the part of anyone else. A number of occasions recorded in the New Testament, especially those times when Jesus raised the dead, illustrate this possibility. It must be admitted that we do not often see healing miracles today when only the minister has faith expectancy for healing, but it can happen. Thirdly, there is corporate faith, the general level of expectancy in the room at the time, or in the church , as a ministry session begins. Of course God sees us all as individuals, with individual needs, but he also works through the gathered congregation, where two or three, or more, come together as part of his Son’s Body in action. 

“Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 

For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them. ”

Matthew 18:19 –20

God delights to work corporately through the church:

His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 3:10

We should, then, expect to have expectancy but we should not expect to have to have all the expectancy! The ministry of healing is at its most effective when the minister, the

supplicant and the gathered body are expectant and we are all in it together. 

