Introducing Kingdom Healing

Module 04

A TASTE OF GOD’S ATTITUDE TOWARDS US

Do we have any clues about God’s feelings on our falling? Does he try to do anything about it? Man's great mistake of disobedience in Eden must have concerned God deeply. 

In the early twilight one evening, he came walking through the garden, intending to have his usual talk with his friend, Adam. He was coming to keep their rendezvous, in the usual place at the usual time.

Perhaps he was looking forward to it, a taste of anticipation in his mouth. But for the first time God was going to be disappointed. It is a sobering thought in these days, when so much prayer has been tried and we have given up in the face of God’s apparent silence, that the first one to be disappointed on this earth was not one of us, but God! 

Up until this particular day, Adam has always kept the rendezvous. He usually goes there eagerly, if not elated, with a happy, smiling face and hands outstretched in welcome. But this time Adam does not arrive: he lets God down, he breaks the rendezvous. 

So God’s reaction is to go off and look for him. Not content to simply turn up, and then shrug his shoulders and leave the rendezvous in the trees, he must find his friend.

LOOK UP

Genesis 3:8 – 11

Psalm 139:23,24

This sense of God searching for us has remained with us ever since. It is the sort of person he is. He is not satisfied merely with diary engagements, with keeping appointments, he wants his friend. He hungers for his friend and for the friendship of the man he has stamped with the imprint of his own image. Perhaps it is from those earliest days, and from God’s image, that we derive our hunger for social fellowship? 

God seems to want the comfort of some conversation so he starts off straight away around the garden to find the man, calling out to him in an affectionate, pleading tone of voice. He has looked for his friend, where is he?

The voice that could speak a universe into being now echoes around the woods, the sound that can bring life and such beauty to everything on the planet, that can bring enormous adoration and reverence from countless angels.

“Where are you?”

God has always been looking for the one individual person, and still is.

There is a sorry sight in the twilight; a broken rendezvous, a lonely God, over there a man and a woman are hiding, skulking behind a tree. Even the beautiful tree has been spoilt by man’s disobedience – it is now as much a place to hide our shame as a thing of fruit and beauty.

But God has been coming to stand wherever men are, All down the long years since then, standing, waiting, calling us back to the rendezvous in Eden. He is there in the woods, in the open fields, in our crowded cities, in our churches, always calling, and willingly, wonderfully, helping every one of us who answers his calling. He is so close that a hand reaching out will always touch him and every cry from our hearts is quickly heard. 

But His love shines out more than anywhere on that little hill, outside a city wall, where Jesus was killed. That small mound is actually the tallest hill in the world; it can be seen all over the planet. The sight of Jesus hanging up on that hill is the sight of God calling us back to our broken rendezvous in Eden.

An the thought of going back to walk in Eden, of living in a state of that kind which we know today as the kingdom of God, is deeply attractive. God has it so organised that when anyone of us turns around enough to get as much as a spiritual glimpse of that God-Face, and a whisper of that God-Voice calling them, and a foretaste of kingdom life, it is almost impossible to resist.

LOOK UP

Hebrews 6:4 - 6

God has used every facet of his love to let us know about himself. He showed himself directly to the whole of mankind since the very beginning in Eden. Since then he has been showing himself to anyone and everyone who turns around, in every generation in every part of the globe, living on the slopes of every hill and in the bottom of every valley, in every quiet rural village and noisy bustling city. There must be very few in the world who have not heard, at least once in a lifetime, a quiet inner voice drawing them up, and whispering, “Turn around!”

But God comes even closer to woo us in his longing to see us back in the Eden state, back in the kingdom. What state? The kingdom of God on earth, the Eden state, a piece of heaven spilt on the ground, is important to us not only for what we can find there, but for what we cannot.

What is missing is of enormous importance to the kingdom walker as it shows us most clearly how the original concept of creation was put into effect. Eden is the blueprint – the way it is supposed to be. In that garden there is no pain and no sickness, no grief and no sorrow and none of the things, therefore, that would cause them. The original blueprint is quite free of disease of every kind.

Therefore it follows that God’s works must always be works of restoration – he is a restoring God and the kingdom is a place of restoration.

LOOK UP

Psalm 16:5,6

Old Testament history teaches us that God picked out a small tribe on which to focus his attempts to bring us back to Eden. He tried to start afresh by drowning the whole world in a project to start again, finishing up with a drunk in a vineyard and promising he would never try that one again! 

LOOK UP

Genesis 9:8 - 12

Then he spoke to them through Moses, giving them the Law. 

LOOK UP

Leviticus 18:1 – 5

If they could only fulfil it perfectly, all would be well. They could work their way back again to that idyllic state called Eden.

He sent the prophets, too. They spoke of this and of that and of many other things but their messages could all be boiled down to one, “Turn round – come back!” But we would only listen in part. Through all those long, patient, painstaking years of discipline, he gave this tribe a special understanding of himself, something for them to give out to the whole world. 

Then God came even nearer. Sending his son, Jesus, was the best way that God could show us himself, and lavish his love on us. 

LOOK UP

Colossians 1:10  - 15

You and I, the people of the world, are the most perfect flower of earth's creation; it was this outburst of love that gave such an all-encompassing revelation to us and to nothing else in Creation. Only man, not plants or animals or rocks or stones or mountains or seas, could fully appreciate Jesus, God's Man who turned out to be man's Brother.

And now we can be thankful for the Bible. In his day Jesus was known only to his own generation in one narrow strip of land, and to one exclusive tribe who were a very small majority of the whole world he had come for. So the New Testament came into existence so that every generation coming after him could get to know him as well. He also left us his Spirit, the Presence of Jesus still with us, but without the constraints of the physical body of the human Jesus which could only be in one place at a time. We prize that book above all the others, not for its own sake at all, of course, but because we come to know Jesus through its pages. If we do, and come to know the Father through Jesus, the book has fulfilled its mission.

So God comes walking through the books of the New Testament, directly to all of us individually, in nature, and in our ordinary daily life; to one nation chosen for this special purpose, through that nation and its sacred books; through Jesus to all who knew him, and to all of us who follow him. 

Picture Jesus going out of the garden in the cold dark night, over the mountains and down the gullies and ravines, hunting eagerly for his lost man, getting his hands and forehead, and his poor back, torn to shreds on the thorny bramble bushes, and dying in the darkness on a tree thrown across his path, but saving us and healing us all in the process.
ASSIGNMENT
 for Contemplation
This is a picture of Jesus coming after us. He has deep within his character a longing to find us and to restore us to the original blueprint state that existed in Eden.

Is this your experience?

Can you remember the most recent person who God has healed and for whom you were praying?

Do you find that any of your prayers seem to have fallen on deaf ears?

Do you suppose God has individual and personal reasons for not restoring somebody you have been praying for?

Please think most carefully about this next question: - when you pray for a sick person, are you utterly convinced that they will shortly be cured of their sickness?

