Introducing Kingdom Healing

Module 07

JESUS’  WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH THE FATHER

So the time has come for God to open the gates of Eden again and to win back this reckless, damaging and self-destructing world that we have turned our planet, and ourselves, into. To do this he has sent us a man called Jesus. That man, obviously much more than merely a man, insisted on temporarily surrendering his majesty in heaven so that he could be a real, though still divine, man and brother. This way he can touch our human lives from every angle. 

At this point we could wade through the whole Bible story of his three years in mission, detail by detail, wondering what small item to emphasise out of a wealth of wisdom, but in doing it we might miss the overall picture. If we stand back from it all, and view it from a wider angle, we can see that his mission consisted of three fascinating aspects. He taught about the kingdom of God, he healed people in droves, and he taught us to pray. To miss this overall picture is to miss the underlying character and motivation of Jesus’ ministry, and the same of the God who sent him. 

As our aim is to imitate Jesus, to learn what he knew about the kingdom and to take on board what he taught, then these must be taken as the three basic components of our ministry – preach, heal and pray.

This is the whole wisdom of God, amply demonstrated by Jesus, that creation should be restored to its Eden state through him and it is God’s wisdom that Christians should carry on that work. There surely is a place within the Christian Church for every other ministry under the sun but the up-and-coming kingdom walker must be a closer imitator than might be usual – he or she must preach, heal and pray.

Instead of the words ‘kingdom of God’ in his teaching we might equally read ‘Life in the kingdom’, ‘living in Eden,’ or we can use the term to describe the spilling of heaven down onto this earth, together with all its duties, riches and benefits. The overall theme that we have learned so far seems very clear –the kingdom of God is the place of restoration, body, mind and spirit. We were all dragged and dropped out of it through Adam’s disobedience but grace has won the day for us. The gateway through into the garden is re-opened, it is a person - Jesus. He has come to fetch us back. 

And the gospel stories contain something else of overriding kingdom interest – they show how we ordinary Christians can work in tandem with Jesus, part of that restoring operation, moving from our fallen state back towards the unfallen state, changing the world around us, from the sick and sorry place it has become, into somewhere much more like Eden itself. Surely that must ring a bell in every Christian heart, surely every disciple longs to see the world changed around them?

LOOK UP

John 14:12

Romans 15:17  - 19

In order to work like this, a Christian needs two things - authority over badness and the power to move it out of the way. In doing his works, in healing the sick and performing other miracles, Jesus emphatically demonstrates that he has both these tools and exercises them freely. Does he have them automatically because he is divine? No, these are God-given attributes within his unfallen nature as a man. That is very interesting – it would mean that we, too, have authority and power over things like sickness and nature and the lower orders of creation , lying deep and forgotten within the unfallen bit of our nature that is left to us.

Now there are many of us today who have come to believe that both the authority and power to change things come to us through the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, followed by a regular in-filling and refreshment of that Spirit. Many are taught that this Spirit will then spill over into the lives of those we come across and spill over in healing and reconstructing ways. On the other hand we may discover a more excellent way, a way that bears a thousand times the quantity of fruit, by considering the possibility from a slightly different angle; that Jesus maintained both his undeniable authority and his demonstrative power through prayer.  This is Jesus the man connecting with God the Father.

If you can have a mental picture of a pair of Suffolk Punch Shire horses working a field with a plough behind them, then you have a fine picture of the working relationship between man and God – two workhorses yoked together with a heavy leather harness, The Holy Spirit. The purposes of the harness is not so much as to have strength  passing from one horse to another but is to ensure that the two work as far as possible in harmony with one another.  Ensuring our sensitivity to the twists and turns, the messages of pulls and hesitations  is a function of a life of prayer.

No one, up until Jesus, seems to have understood prayer, or at any rate to have prayed like he did, so there could be no better way for us to learn to continue his ministry than to gather around his person and study his prayer habits; a habit being an act which we repeat so often that we do not make a fresh decision to do it each time it is done. It just happens. Jesus loved to pray; sometimes praying even became his way of taking a rest; he prayed so often that it became a natural part of his life. It was like breathing in and out to him, quite involuntary.

For the kingdom walker to gain in kingdom authority And kingdom power there is nothing we need more than to learn to live a life of prayer, bearing in mind that there are two ways of receiving instruction on how something should be done; one of them is by being told how to do something; the other one is by watching someone else actually doing it. The second of these is the more practical method, and the easier one. The best way to learn how to pray is to watch Jesus praying, and then try to imitate Him. This is not quite the same as studying the things he said about prayer, worthwhile though that might be, or even how he took on board other people’s prayer requests but how Jesus himself went to work in prayer, often surrounded by the same circumstances and temptations that you and I have to face up to in our own lives.

In our search for wisdom in this, we can find the best instruction on how to organise our prayer lives from two sections of the Bible, from the gospels and from the Psalms. In general terms, the gospels show us the outward side of Jesus’ prayer-habits; while certain Psalms reveal glimpses of what might be going on inside.

LOOK UP

Psalm 22:10 – 20

Might well have been a prayer from the cross.

There are fifteen different references in the four gospels discussing his praying, Matthew talks about three of them, Mark and John have four each, while Luke, with eleven of these allusions, fills in most of the picture for us.

Matthew, coming at all this from the point of view of the Hebrew Scriptures, writes to the Jews in terms of a Sovereign descended from King David while Mark, seeming to write quickly and succinctly, talks about Jesus as if he is in perpetual motion! The imprisoned John, with his unique capacity for spiritual vision, writes about Jesus coming into the world on an errand from the Father, then leaving and going home again. Luke, on the other hand, helps us to understand the human Jesus, reverently we might say, one of us. The Holy Spirit makes it quite clear throughout Luke's record of his life that Jesus was used to praying; prayed often; needed to pray and loved prayer.

Sent into the world like Jesus was, with the same aims and objectives, the same battlefield, the same enemy to fight, and with exactly the same Holy Spirit to gift and encourage us, when will we discover that this authority and power that we need to make changes around us comes to us through our keeping in close contact with the source, and with appropriate insulation from this power-draining world we live in?

We shall pass quickly through those fifteen references of the gospel writers, keeping them in their chronological order. The first reference is in Luke, in his chapter three. The first three gospels all speak about Jesus' double baptism, but it is Luke who pops in the words, "and as he was praying…". It was while waiting in an attitude of prayer that Jesus received the gift of the Holy Spirit. He was not about to start out on his public ministry without the promised anointing he would have looked forward to from the ancient writings. And now, standing in the river Jordan, he waits and prays until the sky above is torn by the glowing gleams of glory-light from heaven. The dove like Spirit flutters down and remains with him. Prayer brings power. 

Prayer, we can say, is power. The time and place for praying is the time and place of power. Prayer is a matter of screwing down tightly the terminals that connect us to the divine dynamo so that authority and power can flow freely without any loss or break in the circuit.

The second reference for us to think about is made by Mark in chapter one. 

LOOK UP

Mark 1:35

Luke4:42

He had spent the day before in His adopted hometown, Capernaum, and it had been an extraordinarily busy one for him. He taught in the synagogue service, was interrupted by a demon-possessed man, casting it out and then nearly being thrown down a cliff. After all that there was the healing of Peter's mother-in-law, and then as the sun went down the great crowd of diseased and demonised filled the narrow street outside the house until long after dark, while he went up and down the queues, touching and healing them all. It was an 

exhausting day's work. After a day like that any one of us would need to go to bed early and have a long lie-in the following morning but Jesus seems to have another way of doing this other than sleeping. He has a way of slipping off early in the morning to some quiet place or other where he can be on his own. A few disciples, with Peter in the lead, start out to look for him with some degree of urgency because a queue is already forming outside Peter’s house again and filling the street. 

They find him in the hills at prayer and try to persuade him to go back with them; the crowds were gathering again and looking for him, but Jesus knows his mission.

LOOK UP

Luke 4:43

This is a temptation for any kingdom walker today - it would have been so much easier to go back down the hill with them and do kingdom business again with the same people as before, he would know where he was with them. He would have learned their faiths and their doubts. As those who preach the kingdom today know only too well, it is always much more difficult to go somewhere new to meet unknown people with their unknown levels of scepticism. But now there is no thinking to be done about it, there is no doubt in his mind about what he should do. We should not be surprised by this, or envy his clarity of thinking, prayer clears our view of things up ahead; steadies our nerves; stiffens our resolve and strengthens the spirit. The more busy the day ahead threatens to be the more important it is for the kingdom walker, like Jesus, to keep the morning rendezvous.

Our third reference is in Luke, chapter 5, perhaps on the trip suggested just now in Jesus’ reply to Peter about moving on, in one of those numerous Galilean villages along the way. 

He has healed someone in the advanced stages of leprosy who has then gone out and ignored his express instruction, widely publishing the fact of His miraculous healing. As a result, there are now enormous crowds blocking Jesus' way through the village and the place can no longer contain the crush. He heads out for the countryside, where there could be more space and the people could now collect more comfortably around Him. His reaction to all this is most interesting.

LOOK UP

Luke 5:16 

We have read that “Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.” This statement does not suggest a once-off act of praying, but rather a habit of praying that runs across several days or even weeks. Being forced by the sheer size of the crowds to go into the country areas and being continuously pressurised there by people demanding kingdom restoration from sickness, he has much less opportunity to get away on his own, and needs it more, and so while he patiently carries on with his work among them he determinedly looks for any occasion to step back from the crowds in order to spend a time in prayer.

This is not today’s common routine of going off to work in some act of ministry or other first, and then saying a little prayer to bless it, but the priority first being given to prayer and finding then that the works growing out of that prayer are charged with surprising power. The tighter the tension, the more time there should be for unhurried prayer. This is a hard lesson but a fabulous investment!

Our fourth note about prayer is found in 

LOOK UP

Luke 6: 12

This is probably somewhere around the middle of the second year of his public ministry. He has been having what to us would be very exasperating experiences with the national leaders from Judea who follow him everywhere, criticising and nagging, sowing seeds of doubt into his child-minded, spiritual Galileans. This is also the evening before he appointed the men who were to be 

the leaders of Christianity after his leaving, and preaching the mountain sermon. 

Luke does not suggest that Jesus decides in advance to spend the whole night in prayer. It is more likely he is wearied in his spirit by the non-stop nit-picking and demonic hatred of these stalkers; thinking about the seriousness of the work that needed doing the next day; there is only one thing for him to do. He knows where to find rest and relaxation, fellowship with the Father and his calming influence and wise advice. 

As he prays and listens and speaks with God, daylight fades into twilight, and that gives way to a thousand brilliant stars spraying their sparkling light across the heavens and down to where he is. Still he prays, while both the blue above him and the darkness around him deepen, and the calm of God wraps the whole of nature around him and hushes his heart into an even deeper peace. At home in the fascinating world of the Father's loving presence, he becomes completely unaware of passing time and prays on and on until, eventually, the grey streaks of dawn creep up over the face of Palestine, perfumed by the heavy dews of an eastern night, and Jesus is kissed by a new day’s sun. 

Then he calls his disciples together and chooses twelve from them, turns to the gathering crowds and power comes out of him and heals them all. Is it any wonder, after a night like that! 

What would the church be like today, if all our frustrations and embarrassments were followed by, and all our decisions and public statements preceded by, nights of unhurried prayer? What power would pour through us, too? 

We can find our fifth mention of prayer in Matthew, chapter fourteen, and Mark, chapter six, with John hinting at it in chapter six of his gospel. It is around the time of the 

third Passover in Jesus’ ministry, the beginning of his last year of service. They have been kept extremely busy with huge crowds coming and going. The shocking news of John the Baptist’s tragic death at the hand of Herod has reached them. They need to rest, to step back awhile in peace and quiet to think over the antagonism rapidly building up against them. 

With this aim in mind they take a boat and head towards the eastern shore of the lake but the enthusiastic gathering of people watch to see the direction they are going in and 

spreading the news, literally run around the head of the lake and get to their destination before they do. They step out of the boat for a much needed break and straight into a huge company, thousands of them, waiting for him. 

I wonder if a little sense of impatience breaks out among the disciples, frustrated that they are not to be allowed a little time off? But Jesus is "moved with compassion" and, tired though He is, he patiently spends the whole day teaching them. In the evening the disciples suggest sending them away to get something to eat, but Jesus, with a handful of bread and fish, satisfies their hunger.

Nothing has appealed down the centuries to the masses in every land like the ability to provide plenty to eat. Tens of thousands of people go to sleep hungry every night. 

So, not surprisingly, someone now suggests a great popular uprising under this wonderful man’s leadership, to throw off the oppressive Roman yoke. If only his agreement could be got it would be tremendously successful, or so they think. 

With the sheer power of his presence, felt so obviously at certain times, he calms down the movement, instructs the disciples to sail back before him to the other side of the lake while he sends the crowds home. 

And what does he do then? He goes up on the mountain to pray and stays there until the morning - a second night spent in prayer! Time on his own to pray is his one invariable offset to all difficulties, all temptations, and all his needs. How much more there must have been in his prayers than we would know today!

LOOK UP

Matthew 14:23

It is easier to understand some of the remaining prayer incidents by remembering that they occur when Jesus is now in the last year of His ministry, and the Church leaders’ relationship with him is breaking down rapidly. The dreadful shadow of the cross is growing darker and deeper across his path. The spiteful hatred of the opposition deepens. The struggle of the crowds, and the disciples, to understand Him grows more noticeable. Many followers fall away. He tries to spend more time with the Twelve. He makes frequent visits to farther points on the border of the non-Jewish world. The inevitable events of the cross to come are never far from his thoughts.

It is against this background that we find the sixth mention in Luke, chapter nine when they are up north in the vicinity of the Roman city of Caesarea Philippi. 

LOOK UP

Luke 9:18

He is Alone, as far as the crowds are aware, but he seems to be drawing these particular twelve much more into his inner life. Some of these later quoted incidents of prayer seem to suggest that he is trying to convince them of the same love for private prayer that he had himself. Well, I can imagine why, they were going to need the art of prayer a great deal in the years to come without him. I cannot help wondering as well if he is longing for a closer relationship with them; he loves human fellowship, as Peter, James, John, and Mary, Martha and many other gentle ladies would have known full well.

The seventh mention of Jesus at prayer is further on in this same ninth chapter of Luke, and talks about yet a third whole night of prayer. Matthew and Mark write about the transfiguration scene as well, but it is here in Luke that we can see him going up into the mountain to pray, and that it was during that time of prayer that his appearance began changing. Rather than study the Transfiguration, we can hold onto the significant point that it was while he was praying that it happened at all!

Our next example is in Luke’s tenth chapter. Jesus has organised a group of missionary men, sending them on in two's ahead of him into the towns and villages that were on his list to visit.

They have come back to him with excited reports of the authority and power which had accompanied their work; and, standing with them chattering all around him, his heart overflowing with joy at their enthusiasm, He looks up to heaven and pours his heart out to his Father. 

LOOK UP

Luke 10:21,22

Jesus  seems to be constantly aware of the Father's presence, and the most natural thing in the world is talking to him. They are always within speaking range of each other, and always on speaking terms.

Moving on to the ninth example at the start of Luke’s eleventh chapter, which is very much the same idea as our sixth example, we can read that,

“One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples."

Doubtless these disciples are men of prayer. Jesus has already talked to them quite a bit about prayer, but it looks as though they have noticed at last what a large part prayer has to play in his life and ministry, and have been watching some of the marvellous results. They must have been quite impacted, through all this, that there must be some as yet unexplored attraction, and power, in prayer, which they really should find out about.

Their request must thrill him! At last they are waking up to the great secret of power and that the first step in learning how to pray is to pray “Lord, teach me to pray!”

The next time we find Jesus praying is in John, chapter eleven. 

LOOK UP

John 11:41,42

A large group of people has been gathering outside the village of Bethany, around a tomb where the body of a young man had been buried four days earlier. Among them is Mary, still crying after four days, and Martha, trying to be more composed, their personal friends, and the villagers, and some people from Jerusalem. 

After some family hesitation, the stone across the mouth of the tomb is rolled aside on Jesus’ say-so. It seems that he must have been praying about raising Lazarus from the dead before coming to the tomb, and the successful outcome that follows is in answer to his prayer. How evident it becomes as we go on through these quotes that all the fantastic power displayed during his short career on this earth came through prayer. 

The greatest power that God has entrusted to us is prayer-power and we are left wondering how many of us fail that trust, while this extraordinary power that has been put into our hands lies so unused!

So here he is in front of the tomb with the dead body inside. To all intents and purposes trust is blind, except it can see upwards. Real trust cannot see impossibilities and cannot hear doubt. It only listens to God and only sees His will and goes with it. Trust has little to do with believing that God can do something but everything to do with knowing that he will. Trust like this only comes from close and continuous contact with God. It is given birth in the secret places of the heart at prayer. It takes time to grow, time to feed on the open Word, with sharp ears and a quiet and reverent soul. 

We find our eleventh mention in the twelfth chapter of John’s Gospel. A few days before Jesus’ arrest a group of Greek visitors, visiting the city for Passover, ask to have an interview with him. 

Pleased to grant their wish, Jesus’ thoughts are immediately overtaken by an ink-black shadow of the cross coming so close now. He shrinks in horror from the knowledge of what he has to go through, knowing the inevitability but realising God’s great dream for all of us that will come through his dying. He prays,

LOOK UP

John 12:27,28

"Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? `Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour.

Father, glorify your name!" 

As soon as the prayer is away from his lips, the audible voice of God answers him, "I have glorified it, and will glorify it again."

Think of this - how close heaven must be to us! How quickly the Father hears when we pray! I can only think that he must be bending over, concentrating, listening intently, keen to pick up even the gentlest of whispered prayers as he did when he searched for Adam in the garden of Eden.

The folks around him, whose ears were full of earthly noises, quite unused to being tuned to a heavenly voice, heard no words at all. But Jesus, the man, had something very precious here - he had a trained ear. We can discover how he might have got it by reading Isaiah 50:4,5

“The Sovereign Lord has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.

The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears, and I have not been rebellious; I have not drawn back.”

I have found that a taught ear is even more essential to prayer as a taught tongue, and this daily routine morning appointment with God seems fundamental to getting both of them.

The next example is recorded for us in Luke, chapter twenty-two. It is Thursday night of Passion week; Jesus and the disciples are upstairs in the room in Jerusalem where they are celebrating the old Passover feast and, while they are at it, he is instigating the new memorial one. But even the atmosphere of that holy evening is tainted and ruffled by the disciples' self-seeking arguments. He graciously corrects them and then talks to Peter, and using his old name, he tells him, 

"Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat.

But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers."

This is so exciting - he had been praying for Peter by name! Praying for other people was one of his prayer habits. And he is still doing just that - his never ending occupation, now that he is seated at the Father's right hand in heaven - is praying for each one of us who trust him. By 

name? I think so.

We cannot really study John, chapter seventeen, our thirteenth example of Jesus’ prayer, in the narrow confines of a single chapter as it is too great a passage; we can only fit it in as we go along. These prayers come from the standpoint of someone who is thinking of his work down in the world as already finished, although the climax on the cross has not happened yet. Now he is talking in terms of coming back into his Father's presence to be re-instated in glory with him. 

The next mention of prayer we come to brings us into the grounds of Gethsemane garden, a favourite prayer spot, frequently visited by Jesus when he was in Jerusalem. The record of this prayer incident is found in Matthew twenty-six, Mark fourteen and Luke twenty-one. It is a little later on that same Thursday evening, after the talk in the upper room, when Jesus leads the little group of disciples out of the city gate to the east, across the fast flowing muddy Kidron and into the enclosed grove of olive trees on the far side. 

He would not sleep that night; within an hour or two the armed soldiers and the Jewish mob, led by the traitor, will be in the same garden looking for him, and he intends to spend the available time in prayer. 

The Spirit draws him alone still further into the moonlit recesses of the garden; and there a great soul struggle ensues. It seems to me like a renewal of the same 

conflict He experienced in John twelve when the Greeks came to talk with him, but much fiercer. He is now beginning to realise in his spirit that he is about to be made sin for us and the awful realisation of it comes in on him with such terrific reality that it seems as if his physical frame cannot bear the mental agony. What could it possibly feel like for unfallen, sinless man to face an encounter with the sin of the whole world which is going to kill him?

My thoughts follow the lonely figure among the trees; straight away kneeling, now falling on the ground on his face, praying that if it would be possible such a desperate thing would pass him by. My ears catch a snatch of that prayer: "Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Take this cup from Me; yet not my will but yours.”

And the flickering flare of torches in the distance, between the trees, tells him that the moment is here.

Lastly, three of the seven sentences he speaks on the cross are prayers. Even while the soldiers are driving the nails he thinks of us, "Father, forgive them, they know not what they do."

After hanging silently for three hours, he sobs loudly the piercing, heart-rending cry, "My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?" A little later the triumphant shout proclaims his work to be done, and then his very last word is a quietly breathed prayer, "Father, into your hands I commend My spirit." 

How much his praying meant to Jesus! It was not merely a regular habit, but his resort in every emergency, however serious or slight it was. When hard pressed by his work he prayed. When needing fellowship he found it in prayer. He chose His disciples and received His messages on his knees. If tempted, he prayed; if criticised, he prayed. When he became tired in body or in 

spirit, he had recourse to prayer. Prayer brought Him almost unbelievable power at the beginning, and kept it flowing. Prayer is the main arterial road down which come all the supplies of authority and power needed to rule a kingdom and to change the world around us.

