Introducing Kingdom healing

Module 02

MADE IN GOD’S LIKENESS


If the question was, “So, what attributes do we need in our own hearts to begin to see the Kingdom active and working around us?” then the simplest answer can be, “Anyone who will receive the kingdom of God like a little child, the poor in spirit and the pure in heart.”
To reach out for this idyllic state of mind we have to begin at the very beginning. The Eden argument, the one between Creationism and evolution theory, will doubtless rumble on for ever but this Module is not to be a scientific paper on the subject; we need the picture of Eden to describe how we were originally meant to be as disciples and Kingdom Walkers.

If we are to help anyone else to receive and proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God, its gifts and rewards, and the good news of Jesus, we should at least attempt to understand him as well as we can. We are going to do this by taking a thorough look at man as he once was in the beginning, and taking another look at what he is now. The key to learning about Jesus is to understand man, in exactly the same way that coming nearer to an understanding of Jesus is the key to having a better understanding of God the Father. To get there we have to go back to the start of things, back to the garden of Eden, back to the earliest days of creation. 

LOOK UP

John 1:1-4

The Bible grabs our attention straight away by opening with a glorious and powerful picture which is quite riveting in its simplicity and its lack of any of the usual story-telling padding that a human author might put into it. Here we find, walking in the garden in the late afternoon, what we will refer to as an ‘unfallen’ man. His name is Adam. He is almost like you, but not quite the same – he is freshly made by God’s hand, free of any blemish, any physical or emotional scars and without any of the usual shrivelling influences that crash into our lives during our childhood, our schooldays and from the society around us. 

Adam is strolling among the trees in the cool of the early evening; not only enjoying a quiet time on his own with God but likely walking hand in hand with him, talking things over and planning side by side with him in an atmosphere of partnership and friendship; they are working together - they are friends in spirit and partners in service.

Stop and think a moment; have you ever considered yourself to be friends in spirit and partners in service with Almighty God?

LOOK UP

The whole of Psalm 8

Adam, the original blueprint for all of us, has a great deal in common with God. He is also the original ‘Missing Link’; he is actually the link developed by God, not between apes and humans but between God himself and the whole world.

The Bible makes it quite clear that man was made in the very image of God. But what does it mean that you were made in God's likeness? 

LOOK UP

1 Corinthians 13:12

We can only take a stab at this but the day will come when our likeness will be fully restored! Then we shall know what ‘likeness’ is all about! That morning's sun will burn off quite a bit of early fog, no doubt, but we can take note of a few things in the meantime with enough certainty to clear the air a bit on this one. 

Here are eight points of likeness gathered from Scripture and from Theology.

1. God’s breath.

The breath of God originally brought Man into being from a puddle of mud. God breathed himself into the human race; that breath came into us as a species to give us life. In other words, the essential life force of man is a breath of God – in essence you are God breathing out once into the world! 

2. God is a Spirit. 

And so to is every man and woman. You are a spirit living in your body, using your mind to think. You use your body as a place to live in, and your mind is probably the sharpest tool you will ever have to work with. 

3. God knows no limit.

You are like God in that we humans have this qualified capacity for being limitless - that expression means that we cannot fully understand him. Although he is very close to us, his fullness is beyond the reach of our poor brains. We are only vaguely limitless because we know that God is truly limitless– it takes like to appreciate like. We know that we do not understand God, only parts of him. Happily our spirit knows no limit in you certainly have all eternity to discover him.

Interestingly, we still display much of this same mysterious quality towards other people. You are infinite in that the way you think, your motives and thought processes, cannot be completely understood by anyone else, let alone probably by yourself sometimes! All of us are certainly beyond the full grasp of our colleagues. Even those who are the closest to us can quite often not understand us!

4. The eternal being.

God is an everlasting spirit; he has always lived; he will always be living; he knows no end to life, at either end of it. There was always time before time, and there will be time well after the universe’s time-clock has wound right down. You, too, are an eternal spirit, because of God. Mankind will know no end. The race will always live through Jesus because the breath of God is the essence of our being.

5. God is love. 

He yearns for love, to give it and to receive it. More than that, he is love. You are like God in your longing to be loved, in your ability to love, and you are loveable for what you are. 

6. God is holy. 

What, you as well? That word ‘holy’ may feel far too much sometimes, as if it includes an unreachable level of purity and righteousness and certainly there is an utter absence in God of anything that could not be considered good. Everything that ought to be there is in him, and it is all there in a fullness beyond anyone’s ability to measure it.

But whether or not you find it easy to believe, man was made holy. This is what is meant by the word ‘unfallen’. But Adam did fall and what a waste and a shame it is to see mankind today displaying for everyone to see (and few to notice) wide streaks of evil down our backs which control our lives.

Against this fallen picture of you and me today, there is an utter dearth of evil in this first man, Adam. Comparing him with us today, and with anyone else down through history, we will find in our unfallen Adam no better example of our holiness, our purity, able to shine through at this early stage of man’s development. 

But here is our hope - this all-too-rare capacity for holiness, and loathing of anything else, comes into each and every one of us as we invite the Spirit of God to have his way. It reveals yet again our ability to have this elusive quality of God-likeness. 

7. God is wise.

One attribute of God, his wisdom, is much trumpeted throughout the Bible, something which James tells us will be given generously to us without finding fault. 

LOOK UP

James 1:5 - 9

Solomon, who knew one or two things about wisdom, accepted enthusiastically That the Spirit of God had breathed his own mental life into man.

LOOK UP

Proverbs 20:27 

Solomon is referring here particularly to the power of the intellect. He is saying that we have something of the same propensity for mental searching into things that God has. This inclination may often be blunted and so overlaid with other things that we might hardly guess it was there but from time to time it shines out of people with a breath-taking brilliance. This type of wisdom might not dwell in you to the same extent by any means, but it is the same thing nevertheless, a little something of God in man. This would explain our extraordinary achievements down through history in invention, literature, in science, and in those organisational skills that can build multi-national businesses and co-ordinate world-wide efforts in charitable deeds.

The extraordinary scope of Adam’s wisdom came to the surface when God made a woman for him from one of his ribs in the garden of Eden. When he brought her and presented her to him, Adam responded with the most amazing piece of God-given perception; he spoke with a total understanding of the situation for all time to come. 

LOOK UP

Genesis 2:23,24

He then went on to name her Eve because she would be the mother of all the living. Adam chose a wonderful name for his wife, recognising her for what she was, and it is safe to assume that the same keen sense of what is right guided him to find all the names he had been choosing for the animals in creation. In naming her he recognises, in an instant, God’s plan for the whole human race, a simple and easy looking forward and seeing its future growth. Without God’s wisdom within him, how else could he have known that there were no other women in the world at that precise moment who could be mothers as well? How did he know that women were part of the mechanism for having babies and multiplying generations? He had no human experience of any of these things – he would not have naturally realised her place in creation.

Then again, God only creates what is best, and Eve becomes the first of all the different relationships; a man and a woman – in fact one man and one woman. Not only did Adam foresee the growth of the race in that special moment but he also realised its proper social and family structure. United they form the one true and basic unit of society. 

8. God is a Sovereign.

This Likeness occurs as well in an eighth way, sovereignty. God is a Sovereign - the sovereign of the whole bundle of the universe and beyond. Similarly man is king in the realms of nature, and set in power over all the lower orders of creation. Adam was given kingship over all the earth and so it follows that man is a king. We have ‘blue blood’ running in our veins! We were originally designed to reign, to take control, to administer; to be the final Appeal judge in the highest courts on the bench of this planet.

LOOK UP

Psalm 8 again if you are not sure about this.

There is even more to be discovered here about we human beings. One important characteristic of an absolute sovereign is his imperial power to make choices, to make decisions. Now God, as the absolute sovereign, has made you absolutely sovereign in one particular area, your own will, your power to make choices. 

This is the one place on earth where you reign alone, an absolute autocrat, where not even God can come uninvited. This is what he wanted for all of us. Of course God remains King in making us a king over the kingdom of our own will. Each one of us sits there in command of our own will, in imperial loneliness.

So here is the picture of the original design, unfallen man, a man straight out of God’s manufacturing hand. A spirit in a body with an unending life, partly infinite like God’s capacity for loving, for being holy and wise, given the gift of sovereignty over lower creation, and over his own will but a vassal king, as it were, working together with God and paying tribute.

This was how we were designed to live; this man is a kingdom walker, he walks peacefully with God, talking easily as one would expect a chosen friend to do with a choicest friend. Although in our picture of Eden the basic template of creation is already laid down, they work together to get it finished. One by one God brings his created animals to Adam to be named and catalogued, and trustingly accepts his every decision. So there we have it - these two, God and an unfallen man made in his likeness, walking and working side by side. 

That is the plan that God has for his people – Kingdom walkers walking together with him, finishing off creation, restoring it to its original Eden state.

That is the ministry role of a Kingdom Walker. If you are in any way unsure of these revelations then you are at liberty to read them through again and dwell a while on each one in turn.

ASSIGNMENT
 for Contemplation
Question: If only we held all these likeness attributes in much sharper focus, then we would walk easier with God, hear better from him and have a more effective ministry as a result.

Can you ponder on how and why it all went wrong? Somewhere down the line we have lost something? What happened to mankind?

