INTRODUCING KINGDOM HEALING

Module 01

INTRODUCTION

Divine Healing, over the last one hundred years or so, has begun to emerge again on the world stage with varying degrees of success, after over a thousand years of being confined to the select few among our monasteries and convents around the Western and Middle Eastern world.

It came into common use again in Pentecostal and revival meetings, a ministry predominately dealing with the recovery for the sick and the injured. As time progressed, however, two movements occurred simultaneously.

Firstly, the dramatic growth of secular counselling skills over the latter part of the 20th Century, together with our growing understanding of certain occult and generational difficulties, has led to a deep and wide-ranging ministry of wholeness to those who have trouble today in their relationships or with their emotions and memories across the whole range of human experiences.

As the reliable foundation of family life deteriorates, and as society as a unit based on Christian standards and values continues to break down, so the generations that succeed us are growing up into a world in which they have to fight for every foothold and in one that damages and crushes them all too easily. We are breeding a wounded race of people.

Against this background, the ministry of wholeness is, thank God, deepening and widening itself by his grace to accommodate the increasing depths and varieties of pain that society inflicts on itself and on its children. Coupled with this, thanks also to him, many specialist centres and houses of healing prayer have sprung up all over the planet as places of refuge and prayer, reconciliation and regeneration, God touching such people at their point of need.

The second movement within the Healing Ministry of the church has been much in the opposite direction over the same sort of time period. It would seem that the ministry to the sick and the injured has been on the retreat. Although many more churches offer healing prayer than did two hundred years ago, its fruitfulness seems largely in decline. Whilst the Wholeness ministry marches on, bringing great relief to those who suffer in that way and bringing much glory to God in the lives of the healed, the ministry to the sick and the injured has either largely retreated into the sacramental or become extremely hard and faithful work.

Although some feel it inappropriate to keep looking back at the Scriptures and the early church, it must be said that the early Christians seem to have found the healing of the sick and the injured to have been much easier than it is today. If we truly have the Spirit of Christ within us then we surely will have his compassion for the suffering and we would surely wish to do our utmost to help in every way we can. If a certain group of Christians, whether they lived two thousand years ago or two years ago, seem to have been able to work much more fluently in this area of Divine Healing, then their ideas are surely worth examination?

Interestingly, there was no distinction in those days, as there sometimes is today, between those called to do healing and those who are not. There was no anointing in the early church other than Pentecost, a gift of the Holy Spirit to all Christians. Paul’s lists of spiritual gifts are not individual anointing but the various outworking of the God dwelling within. All are called

LOOK UP

About Apostles

2 Corinthians 12:12, Acts 15:12, Acts 5:12,16 

Then Deacons

Acts 6:8, Acts 8:5-8,13

And People like us

Mark 16:19,20 

Then there are the twelve –

Matthew 10:1 

Then the 72

Luke 10:1 

Then in 

Luke 10:17 

The seventy-two returned with joy. 

It is the point of this course that we should examine these Biblical ideas together, exploring our understanding of where we are in God, what he expects of us and what we might expect of him in the face of damage and through our relationship with him.

Our great question must be this; if we have to struggle to find healing miracles today, if we are full of doubts about the whole business of healing, and if God does not change, then how did they find it so much easier and more effective in those days? What was Jesus teaching them that we have not been taught today?

The answer is that he taught them to turn around and see the dynamics of the kingdom of God. 

LOOK UP

Mark 1:14-18

Lesslie Newbigen was once a missionary and a leader in the United Reformed Church and he writes about the true meaning of repentance:

“I remember once visiting a village in the Madras diocese. There was no road into the village; You reached it by crossing a river, and you could do this either on the south side of the village or on the north. The congregation had decided that I would come by the southern route, and they had prepared a welcome such as only an Indian village can prepare. There was music and fireworks and garlands and fruit and silumbum (the performance of a South Indian martial art done on ceremonial occasions); everything you can imagine. 

Unfortunately I entered the village at the north end and found only a few goats and chickens. Crisis! I had to disappear while word was sent to the assembled congregation, and the entire village did a sort of U-turn so as to face the other way. Then I duly reappeared. 

This is what metanoia means. The TEV translation gives a misleading impression by translating it: "Turn away from your sins." That might make it look like a traditional call for moral reformation. That is not the point. There is nothing about sins in the text (Mark 1:14-18). 

The point is: "The reign of God has drawn near, but you can't see it because you are looking the wrong way. You are expecting the wrong thing. What you think is 'God' isn't God at all. You have to be, as Paul says, transformed by the renewing of your mind. You have to go through a mental revolution; otherwise the reign of God will be totally hidden from you." 

Lesslie Newbigin, Mission in Christ's Way, pp. 2-3

Three extracts from that text are worth highlighting –

“What you think is God, isn’t God at all….”

“You are expecting the wrong thing.”

“The reign of God has drawn near but you can’t see it because you are expecting the wrong thing.” 

These must be the questions we shall attempt to answer. But how to approach them? What frame of mind must we be in before we can begin to see the things of the kingdom properly? The answer is that we must be children in the kingdom, not because it is merely some ecclesiastical play area but because we need to cast off our intellect, allow its wings to fold and rest, and approach Jesus in simple uncluttered trust.

LOOK UP

Luke 11:9 - 13

Matthew 11:25 

Matthew 5:2,3 

Matthew 5:8 

Mark 10:13 - 16

Matthew 11:25 

Matthew 5:2,3 

Matthew 5:8 

ASSIGNMENT for Contemplation
Question A: So, what attributes do you think we need in our own hearts to begin to see the Kingdom active and working around us? 

Question B: How do you imagine we can begin to reach out for this idyllic state of mind?
