Introducing Kingdom Healing

Module 05

JESUS IN FOCUS


LOOK UP

Colossians 1:10 - 15

In order to see the kingdom of God, and without seeing clearly it would be most difficult to proclaim it and see the consequent dynamics of God at work, it is absolutely essential that the kingdom walker works, every day of our lives, to bringing the real Jesus more and more into focus. 

Not only is Jesus the centre of the kingdom, he is the kingdom. It then follows that if we have a wrong image of him we might finish up praying to a wrong image and the effectiveness of healing ministry is consequently and dramatically reduced. It may be that the greatest single reason for healing intercession work being such a hard, and often fruitless task, is that we are missing the point.

So let us be prepared, in an honest and childlike way, to have our image of Christ challenged?

“I would very earnestly ask you to check your conception of Christ, the image of Him which, as a Christian, you hold in your mind, with the actual revealed Person who can be seen and studied in action in the pages of the Gospels. 

We may think that it is of some value to hold in our minds a bundle of assorted ideals to influence and control our conduct. But surely we need to be very careful before we give that "bundle" the name of Jesus Christ the Son of God.”

... J. B. Phillips (1906-1982) 

Why might the focus be wrong? Imagine I ask you to pray for five little boys, all aged about six years old, who have cancer of the blood. Four die soon afterwards and the fifth goes into remission for a year then goes on to glory. That may be a dramatic example but, to a greater or a lesser extent, it is a heartbreaking experience commonly encountered by many a praying Christian.

Thus we might receive one large blow to our trust in God to heal and we may have apparently good reasons for incomprehensible failure drip fed to us over many years, but the end result is always the same – our image of Jesus is affected. We cannot help this – we are human beings, after all. We begin to know from our experience that persuading God to heal is not easy, and such a compassionate God rarely responds in the way we think he surely should.

Now the church teaches us two things here – firstly that God is love and secondly that God never changes.

LOOK UP

1 John 4:8,9

Malachi 3:6

Hebrews 13:8

And so questions begin to arise; “Why does God let children die?” and “Why some and not others?” and many more. Indeed, we have to push to one side the great teachings of the church on God’s love and stability in order to ask such questions in the first place. And the early Christians, as we have already seen, appear to have found the healing of the sick and the injured to be a far more fruitful and joy filled road. What is going wrong here?

There is so much fear and confusion in the Christian church about the ministering of Divine Healing But this situation is not so difficult for us to understand when we realise that there are two very different versions of Jesus being taught in the Church today. 

There is, unhappily, a replacement Christ that stalks our pulpits and pews. He has been around our churches for at least fifteen hundred years.

The author of this particular deception, however, is himself as old as time. The trick is nothing new. In the Garden of Eden, exactly the same thing happened when a relationship of love and trust between Adam and God was disrupted by the snake’s trickery.

In the First Century this exact problem reared its ugly head again in Corinth and today the Church is very rocky in this same area of discerning the true Christ. Like the church in Corinth, we are so ignorant of that weakness that we can display amazing arrogance in overestimating our own spiritual discernment and understanding, anointing and maturity. 

Paul writes warning the Corinthians about this easy-to-make mistake.

LOOK UP

2 Corinthians 11:1 - 4

“Jealous?” “I promised you to one husband?” He is obviously sad and disappointed with them and their inability to tell the difference between the true appointed husband and someone else. He seems to think that a preying phoney is lurking nearby. He seems to think that another potential husband is waiting in the wings to spirit us away.

So first of all we may need reminding that we have been betrothed to Christ. This ancient view of betrothal is very different from our modern concept of these things in that, when two people were betrothed, they were considered already married although consummation would take place a year later. They were looked upon as husband and wife before they lived together. 

In this way, Christ is already husband to his beloved Church and the covenant will be fully consummated when he returns for his bride, at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. 

Now, Paul describes his feelings about the believers at Corinth as ‘godly jealousy’, an emotion produced when someone seems to be competing for the affection and commitment of a loved one. This problem came about in Corinth through exactly the same deception that occurred in Eden. The devil is seeking, tirelessly and industriously, to lead our minds astray from simple and pure devotion to Christ, a single focusing on our already betrothed husband. 

But how does he do this terrible thing? Paul reveals the methodology used to corrupt the minds of believers in verse 4. The devil does it very successfully, he says, by presenting us with three substitutes to distort our focus. They are:

1. A replacement Jesus for the one in the New Testament. Many of us have been deceived by this; we probably know much more about the false Jesus than we do about the real Christ of the New Testament. This is particularly true where healing and miracles are concerned.

2. We now often have a replacement spirit for the Holy Spirit of the New Testament. Many of us are not familiar with the power of the Holy Spirit as it is revealed to us in the New Testament. Instead, we have been presented, if we have indeed been taught anything at all about this, with a Holy Spirit who almost entirely lacks the same capacity as the One revealed in the Bible. Filled with him as we suppose we are, the Spirit we are taught about does not do anything like the same breathtaking, life-changing and miraculous things that he did two thousand years ago.

3. A replacement gospel for the real one. Many of us have received, and pass on to others, a gospel with many fewer dimensions and much less power: social witness predominates and physical healing and other miracle working have been stripped away from it to produce a message that saves but no longer delivers and heals.

So, Paul’s original warning to the Corinthians has turned out to be very prophetic. The devil has been partially succeeding for well over a thousand years in getting the Church to take on board these substitutes, albeit in ignorance. Some church teachers today will even argue for the worship and glorification of the replacement Jesus rather than the Jesus Christ revealed in the New Testament. They often do this unwittingly by suggesting that Jesus acts and behaves differently now than He did in the First Century. This is done with theological ideas which are usually born out of our teachers own experiences of God rather than devotion to the Scriptures. 

This way of thinking will never portray the right Jesus or proclaim the kingdom effectively because it is only the real one in the New Testament who is the perfect image and reflection of God, not one constructed out of our experiences of life as a Christian. This false Jesus is only a replacement for the Christ of the New Testament and many teach him as one who does a lot fewer good things nowadays and those things that he does do are substantially different than the ones he did in the New Testament.

Sometimes such teaching will argue that the Holy Spirit no longer works in the same ways that were recorded in the New Testament. The gifts of the Holy Spirit no longer exist in their teaching. In their thinking, these gifts are not assumed as being available. In this way they present to the church a replacement "holy spirit" who is now much less powerful and less active in believers’ lives. 

We are also presented with a replacement "gospel", one stripped of its power to heal and deliver. Such teaching is spreading the same giant piece of deception that Paul prophetically warned us against two thousand years ago. 

A few verses later on, Paul describes those preaching these diabolically inspired alternatives; the replacement and unreliable Jesus, the replacement and powerless spirit and the replacement and liberally held gospel. 

LOOK UP

2Corinthians 11:13 - 15

All this is very challenging but we would have to work hard to miss the point here! The people who teach the replacements, the wrong Jesus, the wrong Holy Spirit and the wrong gospel, are not the servants of Christ. They are false themselves because they are the servants of the replacement, not the reality. That is what we have just read in the Scriptures. However "Christian" they may seem to be, however much they sincerely believe that they are serving Christ in deeply spiritual and pastoral ways, they are, in reality and most unwittingly, promoting the devil’s deception. They corrupt the minds of Christ's people by presenting an alternative Jesus. 

The true kingdom walker always has before them a vision of the real Christ. Those who have a properly focused image of the real Christ of the Gospel would never discuss with anyone the Kingdom and, at the same time, remove the signs and wonders of it.

Is it Christian of us to criticise these teachers so strongly? Without a clear presentation of the true Jesus of the New Testament, how can people truly believe? They may totally believe the picture that is being painted for them but if that picture is not real then they have taken on board a wrong picture of Jesus. If they cannot believe in the true Christ and come to him with child-like acceptance and simplicity, then they cannot receive salvation, healing and deliverance.

Teaching the replacement Jesus inspires, in practice, little real hope and faith. Because he is so unpredictable, the false Jesus gives rise to fear and simply confirms our doubts; he is unreliable and full of mystery, too full of unknowns for us to understand much about his character and, therefore, the character of our Father in heaven. 

Under this false teaching, we do not receive the help that the true Christ is willing, able and longing to give because we cannot be sure of the false Jesus' willingness to help. 

We can easily become embittered and increasingly compromised by this false perception, allowed by this erroneous teaching, that an all powerful God will not necessarily help us and may well abandon us in our time of crisis. We pray, of course we must pray, but there is no one to completely rely on. When things go wrong in spite of prayer we shrug our shoulders, remind ourselves that God knows what he is doing and soldier on, completely unaware that we have been praying through an out-of-focus Jesus. It is no wonder really that Christian groupings who teach the replacements have so many lapsed members!

ASSIGNMENT for Contemplation
From your Christian experiences and from your knowledge of the New Testament, can you consider three ways in which we might learn to discern between the replacement Jesus dwelling in the back of our minds and the real one that is risen, as it were, out of the pages of the Gospels?

