Introducing Kingdom Healing

Module 03

FALLEN MAN

So what happened to Adam and Eve? How did they go wrong? To understand the dilemma you are invited to imagine you have clambered up to the very top of a ladder leaning against the side of your house. You are not standing on the sixth or seventh rung down, holding on for dear life to the top rung in front of your nose but potentially much worse than that, you are actually up by the roof gutter, standing on the very highest rung itself with your head turned to one side, your cheek, upper body and outstretched palms pressing flat against the house wall.

There is a sense here in which you have reached two different things at the same time; both the dizziest of heights and a very serious crisis. You have achieved the utmost in climbing to the topmost rung of the ladder but you have a problem; you are in a place of crisis where possible victory and possible disaster meet together. You can choose one or the other. You can take a steady step back down the ladder or you can lose your balance and fall. One slight loss of control separates the two - the sense of achievement in surviving the highest you could ever go on a ladder and the nasty fall to the ground below if you play your hand, or place your foot, wrongly.

To make the analogy work for our purposes here, you need to remember that you would not be in THIS awkward situation if you had not climbed to the top. It is only at the peak of the endeavour that we are faced with the decision we have to make. The position you are having to face up to on the ladder is very like the place that Adam had to face up to in the garden of Eden. 

God is offering a similar sort of climax of opportunity to Adam while he faces up to a turning point of decision making in himself. God has to get Adam to make a choice in the garden, otherwise he will never make choices at all, never be able to exercise his gift of freewill. God has to take him somewhere where he has to make some sort of decision. He has already made man (Adam) king over his own power to make choices and now he goes one more step further in their relationship and presents him with the opportunity of using his power at the topmost levels. God leads Adam to the top of the ladder of choice and he has to start making rightful decisions if he wants to stay in one piece! 

And it is essential that human beings do make such decisions, it is only by exercising authority that we actually exercise our own ability to choose what we do. It is so often the case that we lose what we do not use. 

This next episode in the story of Eden is God’s last touch of love in opening up the way for Adam to move into the fullness of his own image. He stands him in front of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil – that place is, in our analogy, the top of the ladder. He even advises Adam of the consequences of making the wrong decision at this point. If he gets it wrong he will die, spiritually at least.

He has to make a decision of one kind or another or he will never become a chooser; he will never be able to take sovereignty over his own will in the way that God intends that all of us will. God may open doors all over and through our lives but we have to decide for ourselves to step over the threshold. 

LOOK UP

Genesis 2:9

It is now that the tree of knowledge of good and evil takes centre-stage in the story – it becomes the tree of choice for Adam. It is as though God is saying to him,

“Look, there is the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The fruit is not poisonous – the gift it brings is part of my likeness which I want to give you anyway. What I need you to do is to make a decision. You have to kick start your decision making abilities into action. So here is a choice for you to make. I have given you authority over your own will, you must make choices to make that authority effective. I will advise you as to which decision to make, but you have to decide whether or not you will take my advice. If you take it you will live and if you do the wrong thing you will spiritually die, because you will have been disobedient.” 

God is forcing him to make a decision – to kick-start his ability to rule his own life. From this point on, everything will work well if Adam remains obedient, if he stays in close touch with God. The decision he is about to take is momentous; it will have repercussions that will reach far down into the subsequent centuries, way beyond even his knowledge and understanding of things to come. A bad decision now will, in effect, toss us all off the top of the ladder and dash us to the ground!

We can think of it this way – if the beating heart of everything that is good in our world stems from our obedience to God then the reverse is also true; all evil stems from our disobedience. It is our choice; it is our failure to obey God and his commands which produces the fruit, at least the seeded core, of all evil.

The importance of Adam’s decision to eat the fruit is not that he will learn good and evil, and become capable of discerning the difference between the two. God already wants him to know those things as part of building him in his own image. No, it is his failing to obey on its own account, which will kill him spiritually. 

Well, as is so often the case with all of us, temptation comes trundling along directly behind opportunity: God's opportunity and Satan's temptation. Satan (using his name as the generic term for temptation as a whole) is always travelling along on God’s heels, he is right behind him. 

So what is Satan going to do this time? He hates the truth, he is afraid of it and sneaks around the back of what he fears and hates so much. In Eden he realises that his best plan is to hide behind God, or at least his instructions, and sneak out at Eve from the shadows of half truths – no doubt if he approaches her open-faced, not hiding from her but standing only on his own feet in the full light of day, she will recognise him straight away and sent him packing!

But now he very successfully demonstrates that a crafty half truth can open the way to a full-blown lie, although it might come along still shackled to the half truth that it sprang from in the first place. The tempter usually sticks a little truth camouflage around every lie to make it easier for us to begin to believe him, and swallow the poison. 

First comes along the suggestion that God is arbitrarily stopping man from having something that he wanted him to have. That idea, once planted in Eve’s mind, soon leads to the fanciful supposition that God is being petty, and with no apparent valid reason, holding back on the gifts of likeness, the central things that God is supposed to be giving them, anyway. The enemy loves to paint a picture of God as someone who wants to keep what we ought to have well away from us. How many of us have turned our backs on Christianity because we think of it only as a list of rules, regulations and restrictions when all he wants to do is to guide us down the path of peace! Be careful who you are listening to! This delusion of the devil’s is rife throughout the world today; we have, as an example, reached the low point of believing that God makes individual decisions about things such as healing the sick – it is for some and not for others – when it is actually all ours by right as a direct result of the completed work of Jesus’ death.

LOOK UP

Genesis 3:1. 

The snake, Satan himself, is craftier than all of the other wild animals that God had made. He slithers up to Eve and says, 

"Did God really say, `You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"

The next two verses tell us that Eve replied quite firmly, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, `You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.' " It does not come much clearer than that, she tells him straight.

Adam has apparently discussed this with her before and she is making the right decision, she is choosing obedience. But then it comes, the subtle art of wrapping a lie up in a truth. 

LOOK UP

Genesis 3:4,5 

The cunning begins to show. The truth wrapper is this; that statement of Satan’s really is what God said to Adam. But the lie inside the package is very obvious if we undo the wrapping paper – there is a strong implication in the snake’s words that God is sneakily trying to keep back, for no apparent good reason, the crowning gift that Adam and Eve were supposed to have – they would eventually have the knowledge of good and evil anyway because they were designed to grow into God’s likeness. 

Eve is now left wondering if God is being entirely fair with them. She has now reached the top of her ladder, as it were. She is now about to make her first decision, to exercise her own freewill, the sovereignty over her own life given to her by God. 

Satan needs her and Adam to make the wrong decision, to go for disobedience. To achieve this end he attacks the woman first, not because she is the weaker of the two but because she is the stronger! If the male , generally speaking, has been created to be the stronger of the two in the field of leadership, then the woman has been created to be far and away the stronger in terms of her innate ability to wield influence. From Satan’s point of view she is most definitely the place to start the attack.

The plan works - she is deceived. She chooses unwisely for what she supposes will be good for them both. If she lets God and mankind down that day, then Adam fails both God and the woman. 

As a direct result of their bad decision we are all standing downwind of a smoking chimney – we are all susceptible to the random dumping of sickness and injury into our lives. But we ought to remember something else as well; if it is true that sin, sickness and death come to all of us through a woman, then it is also true that through her the world's Saviour has come to us.

And here we are today in our fallen state. Sin's door is open, Eden's gate is shut to the world. Sin, and the consequent dis-ease of man, can never be allowed to stay in the garden. Its existence there will soil the pure, it will steal heaven away from heaven. Sin has become part of us; we are interwoven with it, inseparable. The tentacles of Sin run so deep, they are so sticky, that each includes the other, man and his sinful nature are now one thing. God cannot put disobedience out of the garden of Eden without our being put out as well.

 So here we are fallen into the world, driven out of Eden for our own sake; to rid our home-base of sin. We were driven out so that we can get back in later, but changed. Love drove us out so that it could let us in again, much later. The tree of life (which is Jesus) would be kept from us for a while so that it can always be kept for us. When we change our spirit, change sides in the battle with evil, and win the victory over the nasty nomadic spirit dominant today inside each of us, when we accept that Jesus came and died for us, those gates start to swing again. 

ASSIGNMENT for Contemplation
Question: We seem in a hopeless mess! But is it hopeless? 

Does the Old Testament give us any clues about God’s feelings on our falling? 

From the Old Testament, does he try to do anything about it? 

Can you thankfully sum up in your mind his final solution?
