Introducing Kingdom Healing

Module 06

JESUS’ ATTITUDE TO HEALING THE SICK


So how shall we learn to discern between these two, the true Christ and the one remoulded out of our experiences as Christians?

In order to avoid the possibility of any confusion, we will name the replacement Jesus Mr Substitute. For fifteen hundred years many of our Church leaders have been teaching and upholding our Mr Substitute without in the least suspecting that their minds have been re-aligned away from having a single and clear focus on the true risen Jesus as he is revealed to us in the New Testament. 

What is the difference between them? 

There are three easy ways to tell that Mr Substitute is different from the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

1. Mr Substitute’s will can often be something of a mystery when it comes to helping people out with practical problems like family difficulties and sickness. We can never really be sure of his reaction to prayer but we pray to him anyway in the hope that he might intervene in some good and constructive way. We realise that effective prayer means praying into his will for the given circumstances and so gifts of discernment are much sort after to ease the prayer journey.

In complete contrast to him, the real Jesus Christ never hesitates to heal someone who needs it and who asks for it with a mustard seed of expectancy that he will do it. He also tells us that God is a Father who is willing to supply our needs just as he supplies the needs of the birds of the air and the flowers of the field. In the New Testament he demonstrates this power and immediate willingness by supernaturally feeding thousands of people on two occasions and producing more than a hundred gallons of first rate wine at a friend’s wedding reception. This same Jesus Christ is revealed as a merciful and faithful High Priest who knows how we feel and constantly intercedes for us.

LOOK UP

Matthew 6:26

Romans 8:26,27

Romans 8:34,35

2. Mr Substitute, the replacement Christ, will often be credited with having a deep, mysterious and yet somehow benevolent purpose in not offering healing to someone who is sick or injured.

In contrast, every single person who came to the gospel Jesus for healing was healed. The real Jesus never suggested or behaved in any way as if there might be a deep purpose for anyone remaining ill. He never hesitated for one moment. He never had to pray to determine whether he should heal because he knew that the permanent and constant will of the Father is always to do it. 

There are no complex motivations for helping or not helping someone in the real Jesus, only in Mr Substitute. 

LOOK UP

Psalm 107:20 – 22

Matthew 8:16

3. Mr Substitute, the out-of-focus Jesus, is in complete control. Mr Substitute’s power is thought of as being absolute but he completely fails to show this power reliably and consistently to help believers. This seeming lack of help and reluctance to demonstrate love in a crisis is often excused by his followers on the basis that Mr Substitute is sovereign. “God is God, after all,” they say, when prayer appears to have fallen on deaf ears.

Again in complete contrast, Jesus Christ's power over people is not absolute. While God could exercise complete control, he chooses not to do so. God himself has limited the extent of his own control over us to allow us to have free will. Without it we would be robots who would love him only because we were programmed to do so. 

The in-focus Jesus offers healing to everyone who comes to him for it, just as he did in the New Testament. Mr Substitute does not. 

The pure in heart will see God and the poor in spirit will have the benefits of the Kingdom. When we come like a humble and simple child seeking help from a parent, we receive it. The real in-focus Christ helps everyone who asks, exactly as he did in the New Testament because God does not change. So many people do not receive only because they do not ask or do not ask with a mustard seed’s worth of expectancy in the result. 

The real Christ consistently, reliably and compassionately responded to every request. 

Interestingly, some people did not ask in His hometown Nazareth because they saw Him differently. He was out of focus for them. Because they were looking at Mr Substitute, Jesus was unable to do many miracles because of their unbelief. 

LOOK UP

Matthew 13:55 - 58

Like then, many of us today believe in Mr Substitute and not in the real Jesus. Consequently we can expect little or nothing from God, although his amply demonstrated will is to help us. 

We are simply going to the wrong one.

So, someone believing in Mr Substitute would suggest that God does not always want to heal everyone, that we should not build up our hopes for fear of disappointment or in case the preacher should lose face in apparent failure. The leader who has the true Jesus in focus will rely on his absolute love and his desire to continue to reveal the Father’s will, just in the same way that he did throughout the Gospels. 

The believer in Mr Substitute will see few miracles, if any at all, while the pure in heart will see God and live in his miraculous kingdom, surrounded by the signs and the wonders of it. 

Now the generations in Israel before Jesus were expecting the Messiah and new that they would be able to recognise him in one specific way – he would be a willing restorer. 

LOOK UP

Psalm 103: 1 - 6

Isaiah 35:4 - 6 

Then during the time of his service we can read the tone of his ministry to the sick in a synopsis of the Galilean campaign

LOOK UP

Matthew 4:23 

Then , during his time on earth with us, he never failed to heal anyone who came to him with a mustard seed of expectancy.

LOOK UP

Luke 9:10,11 

Matthew 12:13- 15 

Mark 6:54 - 56

Luke 6:17 - 19

Certainly, Jesus suggests that his works are a sign of his kingship –

LOOK UP

Matthew 11:1 - 5 

John 10:24 – 26

In this last extract Jesus is clearly telling everyone that the works are the signs of the Christ. No works – no restoration – no Messiah. They go together!

ASSIGNMENT for contemplation

From your knowledge of the Gospels, please take time to consider each of the following:-

Given that Jesus’ ability to work miracles at will depended on his relationship with the Father, discuss the effect on his ministry of service through –

1. His divinity

2. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit at the River Jordan

3. His prayer life in his humanity

Further thought-

From the viewpoint of our being imitators of Christ, how can we pick up on these three to enhance our ministry, especially to the sick and the injured?

